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To  Our  Readers: 

From  The  Housetops  is  a  Catholic  magazine  dedicated  to  the  Immaculate 
Heart  of  Mary  while  promoting  her  cause  in  the  present  conflict  with  the  powers 
of  darkness. 

The  purpose  of  From  The  Housetops  as  the  name  implies,  is  to  proclaim  to 
all,  the  authentic  doctrines  in  faith  and  morals  of  the  One  True  Church  in  a 
clear  and  uncompromising  manner  in  the  face  of  ever  increasing  dissent  and 
confusion  among  clergy,  religious,  and  laity. 

Our  Divine  Saviour  commanded  that  the  teachings  of  His  religion  \\  ere  not 
to  be  a  private  and  personal  matter,  kept  in  the  hidden  recesses  of  one  s  heart. 
He  said,  “That  which  I  tell  you  in  the  dark,  speak  ye  in  the  light:  and  tl  which 
you  hear  in  the  ear,  preach  ye  from  the  housetops.”  (Matthew  10:27) 

The  Catholic  Faith  is  rich  with  the  truth  and  wisdom  which  alone  gives  the 
real  peace  and  happiness  everyone  seeks.  It  contains  priceless  traditions  handed 
down  by  the  Apostles,  martyrs  and  saints — all  carefully  guarded  by  the  Popes  to 
be  our  inheritance.  It  need  only  be  taught  as  Our  Lord  commanded,  to  bear  fruit. 

From  The  Housetops  presents  the  inspirational  lives  of  the  saints,  Tong 
with  meditations,  instructions,  and  articles  on  Church  History.  It  is  the  desire  of 
the  editors,  that  a  strong  love  and  zeal  for  the  traditions  of  the  Faith  be  sti  red  up 
among  the  American  laity,  thereby  fostering  a  militant  Catholicism,  worthy  of  a 
country  which  has  been  dedicated  to  the  Immaculate  Conception. 

With  these  goals  in  mind.  From  The  Housetops  is  published  quarterly  from 
Saint  Benedict  Center  by  the  Slaves  of  the  Immaculate  Heart  of  Mary,  a 
religious  congregation  of  two  communities:  one  of  Brothers  and  one  of  Sisters. 
Members  live  according  to  vows  of  poverty,  chastity,  and  obedience,  and  are 
loyal  to  Pope  John  Paul  II  in  the  preservation  of  the  Catholic  Faith. 

Will  you  join  us  in  attaining  our  goals  by  your  prayers  and  by  sharing  your 
copy  of  From  The  Housetops  with  your  friends? 


The  Editors 


"And  that  which  you  hear  in  the  ear, 
preach  ye  from  the  housetops.” 

MATTHEW  10:27 


From  The  HouseTops  is  published  and  distributed  by  The  Slaves  of  the  Immaculate  Heart  of  Mary  at 
Saint  Benedict  Center.  This  effort  is  made  possible  only  by  the  helpful  donations  of  our  readers  and 
supporters.  For  orders  of  additional  copies,  a  contribution  of  three  dollars  each  is  kindly  requested. 
All  donations,  orders,  or  address  changes  may  be  sent  to  Saint  Benedict  Center,  Post  Office  Box 
1000,  Still  River,  Massachusetts  01467.  Phone  (508)  456-8296 
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Our  Lady  of  Czestochowa 


IN  THESE  TIMES  of  "wars  and  rumors  of  wars,"  the  most  sig¬ 
nificant  conflict — the  one  that  should  concern  all  good  Catholics — 
is  that  which  is  taking  place  currently  in  Poland.  For  it  is  there  we 
■see  a  living  example  of  the  conflict  foretold  by  God  after  the  fall  of  Adam 
when  God  said  to  the  serpent,  I  will  put  enmities  between  you  and  the 
i  woman,  her  offspring  and  your  offspring...  (Genesis  3:15)  The  serpent,  of 
j  .course,  was  the  Devil  in  disguise  and  the  woman  referred  to  is  none  other 
than  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary.  What  remains  to  be  seen,  what  remains  to 
Ibe  prayed  for  by  every  individual  in  the  Universal  Church,  is  the  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  the  rest  of  the  prophecy  in  Genesis:  the  victorious  outcome  when 
ithe  Devil  and  his  forces  of  evil  will  lie  in  wait  for  the  heel  of  the  Woman 
blessed  among  all  women — so  that  she  may  crush  their  heads. 

If  a  victory  of  Our  Lady  takes  place  in  Poland  we  shall  see  this 
'Catholic  country — which  has  been  synonymous  with  devotion  to  Mary 
for  more  than  one  thousand  years — reach  out  to  the  East  for  the  conver¬ 
sion  of  Russia  and  to  the  West  for  the  rechristianizing  of  Europe.  This  is 
why  Poland,  a  Catholic  nation  of  such  great  potential,  has  been  op¬ 
pressed  for  so  many  years  by  the  forces  of  atheistic  Communism.  Yet, 
with  the  breaking  free  from  the  political  grip  of  the  evil  empire,  she  has 
not  won.  Poland  still  struggles  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  economic  domi¬ 
nation  and  most  importantly  she  struggles  to  free  herself  from  the  evils 
which  sacrilegiously  defile  her  consecration  to  the  Blessed  Mother,  the 
Queen  of  Poland. 

No  one,  therefore,  should  be  surprised  to  find  the  forces  of  immo¬ 
rality  and  decadence  heavily  engaged  in  Poland.  It  is  the  ancient  enemy 
of  all  mankind  striking  out  at  the  children  of  Mary  in  an  attempt  to  be 
victorious  in  the  battle. 


Our  Lady  of  Czestochowa 
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Pope  John  Paul  II,  who  knows  the 
significance  of  the  present  conflict, 
pleaded,  entreated,  and  scolded  his 
people  in  June  of  this  year  during  a  nine 
day  pilgrimage  to  his  homeland.  One 
reporter  described  him  as  a  “fist  shak¬ 
ing  warrior  against  Western  deca¬ 
dence.”  He  knows  that  the  torces  of 
immorality  and  decadence  are  heavily 
engaged  in  Poland,  that  the  pushers  of 
abortion  and  birth  control  are  seeking  to 
subvert  the  children  of  Mary  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  conquer  the  Woman  before  she 
conquers  them.  “I  can  not  be  indifferent 
to  the  crisis,”  the  Pope  said  as  he  thun¬ 
dered  against  abortion  and  the  Euro¬ 
pean  culture  of  “living  as  it  God  did  not 
exist  at  all.” 

Saint  Bernard,  in  his  beautiful 
prayer,  the  Memorare  reminds  us  that 
anyone  who  implores  the  help  and  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Most  Blessed  Virgin 
Mary  shall  never  be  left  unaided.  What 
is  true  of  an  individual  can  likewise  be 
true  and  has  been  true  of  an  entire  na¬ 
tion.  Poland  as  a  nation  has  called  upon 
the  Mother  of  God  with  faith  and  con¬ 
fidence  and  has  been  aided.  It  now  re¬ 
mains  for  her,  and  we  together  with  her, 
to  turn  once  again  to  the  most  gracious 
Virgin  Mary  and  pray  for  the  ultimate 
victory.  The  salvation  of  many  souls  is 
at  stake. 

Since  its  conversion  from  pagan¬ 
ism  in  966,  Poland's  dependence  upon 
the  maternal  assistance  of  Mary  has 
ever  grown.  Innumerable  churches  and 
shrines  are  erected  to  her  honor  there 
and  these  attract  pilgrims  from  all  walks 
of  life.  The  heart  of  Poland  today  is  the 
same  as  it  has  been  for  many  centuries. 
It  is  the  city  of  Czestochowa.  Here,  on 
the  summit  of  Jasna  Gora,  or  “Bright 
Hill,”  is  enshrined  a  miraculous  picture 
of  the  Blessed  Virgin  with  her  Divine 


Child.  Darkened  to  almost  a  bronze 
color,  from  centuries  of  veneration  and 
the  constant  burning  of  vigil  lights  be¬ 
fore  her,  the  portrait  is  sometimes  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  the  “Black  Madonna.” 
Mary’s  face  is  expressive  of  sorrow  and 
fittingly  has  she  been  proclaimed  the 
“Queen  of  Poland,”  a  nation  which  to 
this  day  has  suffered  untold  hardships. 
It  is  here  that  the  Faith  of  a  struggling 
and  oppressed  people  is  rejuvenated, 
nourished  and  pumped  back  in  order 
that  the  daily  struggle  against  ungodli¬ 
ness  and  tyranny  may  continue. 

Origins 

The  history  of  Our  Lady’s  vener¬ 
able  image,  prior  to  its  arrival  in  Poland 
during  the  14th  century,  is  based  on  a 
longstanding  and  very  credible  tradi¬ 
tion.  It  is  believed  that  this  portrait,  a 
conspicuous  source  of  graces  and  mi¬ 
raculous  favors,  is  a  relic  of  the  Apos¬ 
tolic  Age,  and,  in  fact,  was  painted 
during  Our  Lady’s  lifetime. 

Recall  how,  at  the  request  of  Jesus 
from  the  Cross,  Mary  was  to  spend  the 
years  following  His  death  in  the  filial 
custody  of  Saint  John  the  Evangelist. 
The  pain  of  a  prolonged  separation 
from  her  beloved  Son  was  the  last  of 
Our  Lady’s  great  sorrows  but  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  Saint  John  and  many  of  the 
other  faithful  disciples  was  a  great 
consolation  to  her.  Then,  too,  Mary's 
last  years  on  earth  were  to  be  an  inesti¬ 
mable  aid  to  the  still  infant  Mystical 
Body.  The  young  Church  needed  the 
sublime  example  of  faith  and  humility 
which  only  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary 
could  give.  Just  how  the  early  Chris¬ 
tians  loved  Our  Lady  is  summarized  in 
a  letter  of  Saint  Ignatius  of  Antioch, 
who  died  a  martyr  for  the  Faith  in  107. 
To  Saint  John  he  writes,  “If  I  may  be 
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Saint  Luke  paints  the  Madonna. 


Raffaello  Sanzio 


worthy  and  deserving,  my  desire  is  to 
visit  Jerusalem  and  see  the  Saints  living 
there,  especially  Mary,  the  spouse  of 
Saint  Joseph  ...  I  ask  you,  who  of  our 
faith,  if  he  is  our  friend,  would  not  be 
overjoyed  to  see  and  speak  with  the  one 
person  who  gave  birth  to  the  True 
God?” 

Many,  indeed,  sought  to  visit  Our 
Lady  at  Saint  John’s  home  but  those 
who  could  not  were  happy  to  receive 
any  memento  blessed  by  Mary’s  touch 
or  glance.  The  most  precious  of  these 
remembrances  is  said  to  have  been  the 
portrait  of  Our  Lady  holding  the  Child 
Jesus  which  was  transferred  from  fam¬ 
ily  to  family  among  the  disciples.  The 
painting  was  the  work  of  the  multi-tal¬ 
ented  physician,  evangelist,  and  artist. 
Saint  Luke.  Several  historians  relate 
this  fact  about  Saint  Luke,  one  of 


Domenico  Morelli-A  linari 


The  Iconoclasts  despoiled  churches  of 
statues  and  pictures. 


whom,  Nicephar  of  Rome,  states  with 
certainty  that  “Luke  painted  with  his 
own  hands  the  portrait  of  the  Mother  of 
Jesus  while  she  was  still  living.”  We 
can  well  imagine  the  saint  gazing  upon 
the  glorious  Virgin’s  angelic  counte¬ 
nance  for  many  happy  hours  as  he  ac¬ 
complished  this  delightful  task.  We  can 
be  sure  also  that  Saint  Luke,  at  this 
time,  learned  many  of  the  details  of  Our 
Lady’s  hidden  life  and  of  the  events 
surrounding  Our  Lord’s  birth  and 
childhood — details  which  Mary  alone 
could  supply,  details  which  are  re¬ 
corded  only  in  the  Gospel  of  Saint 
Luke. 

Moreover,  tradition  further  asserts 
that  the  three  pieces  of  wood  upon 
which  the  icon  was  rendered  were  ac¬ 
tually  the  top  of  a  table  constructed  by 
Our  Lord  Himself,  which  had  been  kept 
and  treasured  in  the  home  of  Saint 
John. 

In  the  year  70  A.D.,  twelve  years 
after  the  Blessed  Mother’s  death  and 
assumption  into  Heaven,  the  glory  of 
the  Jewish  nation  and  religion  came  to 
an  abrupt  end.  A  Jewish  revolutionary 
party  calling  itself  the  “Zealots” 
headed  numerous  outbreaks  of  vio¬ 
lence  in  Jerusalem  and  elsewhere  to 
protest  the  age  old  Roman  suzerainty 
over  Judea.  Rome  retaliated  by  send¬ 
ing  large  detachments  under  the  gen¬ 
erals  Vespasian  and  his  son,  Titus.  It 
was  Titus  who  headed  the  siese 
against  the  desperate  resistance  of 
nearly  one  million  Jews  in  Jerusalem 
and  who  took  the  city,  burning  it  and 
the  Temple  down  to  the  ground.  The 
city’s  inhabitants  were  either  massa¬ 
cred  or  sold  into  slavery.  The  Chris¬ 
tians  of  Jerusalem,  remembering  Our 
Lord’s  prophecy  concerning  the 
Temple,  “not  a  stone  shall  be  left 


4 


From  The  HouseTops 


The  Icon  was  struck  with  a  sword  during  the  Hussite  attack  in  1430. 


upon  a  stone,”  had  fled  beyond  the  Jor¬ 
dan  to  the  mountains  near  the  city  of 
Pella  prior  to  the  dreadful  conflict.  They 
took  with  them  their  beloved  Madonna, 
thus  sparing  its  desecration.  The  revered 
picture  was  sheltered  here  until  the  first 
of  the  ten  great  Roman  persecutions  of 
the  Christians,  initiated  by  Emperor  Nero 
in  the  year  64,  made  it  necessary  for  the 
faithful  to  worship  in  the  subterranean 
confines  of  the  catacombs.  The  icon  was 
then  taken  and  preserved  in  the  cata¬ 
combs  of  Jerusalem,  where  it  remained 
for  over  200  years. 

The  next  era  of  the  history  of  the 
blessed  portrait  falls  under  the  direct  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  first  Christian  emperor, 
Constantine,  whose  edict  of  toleration, 
known  as  the  Edict  of  Milan,  ended  this 
period  of  persecution  in  the  year  313. 

Our  Lady  of  Czestochowa 


The  piety  of  the  emperor’s  mother,  the 
great  Saint  Helena,  was  a  special  edifi¬ 
cation  to  the  entire  Roman  Empire. 
Never  before  had  there  been  displayed 
such  deep  faith,  austere  living,  and 
boundless  charity  to  the  poor,  by  one 
charged  with  the  dignity  of  “Augusta”  or 
Empress. 

Inspired  with  the  desire  of  finding 
the  True  Cross  upon  which  Our  Lord 
had  died  for  our  salvation.  Saint  Helena 
at  the  advanced  age  of  80  years,  made 
the  arduous  pilgrimage  to  Jerusalem. 
God  rewarded  her  sacrifices  and  her 
faith  with  the  discovery  of  this  precious 
relic  in  326.  According  to  tradition, 
another  relic  the  saint  acquired  in  this 
year  was  Saint  Luke’s  icon  of  Our  Lady 
and  the  Infant.  Evidently,  Saint 
Macarius,  the  bishop  of  Jerusalem,  and 
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those  who  had  faithfully  guarded  the  sa¬ 
cred  image,  were  willing  to  relinquish  its 
custody  so  that  Saint  Helena  could  fulfill 
her  ardent  w  ish  of  enshrining  the  portrait 
in  the  new  center  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
the  city  of  Constantinople.  Jerusalem 
must  have  mourned  the  loss  of  this  pic¬ 
ture  but  perhaps  it  was  a  consolation  to 
know  that  the  pious  Augusta  intended  to 
introduce  its  veneration  and  beautiful 
history  to  the  growing  Christian  Empire. 

The  image  of  the  Mother  of  God 
was  placed  in  a  church  built  by  Con¬ 
stantine  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Name  of 
Mary.  She  remained  the  “Patroness  of 
Constantinople”  for  four  hundred  years, 
granting  many  favors  to  those  who 
sought  her  intercession.  Then,  during  the 
terrible  scourge  inflicted  upon  the 
Church  and  the  Empire  by  the  Iconoclast 
Emperor  Leo  III,  the  Isuarian  (716-741), 
the  beloved  icon  was  again  in  danger  of 
being  destroyed.  Under  the  influence  of 
Jewish  and  Moslem  thinking,  this  un¬ 
worthy  successor  of  Constantine,  while 
still  considering  himself  a  Catholic, 
issued  an  edict  in  726,  proclaiming  it 
unlawful  to  venerate  pictures  or  statues 
of  Our  Lord,  His  Blessed  Mother,  or  any 
of  the  saints.  (Much  like  what  is 
happening  in  our  own  time:  statues,  pic¬ 
tures,  and  stations  of  the  cross  are  pitched 
out,  destroyed,  and  carted  off  to  the 
dump.)  Church  after  church  was  de¬ 
spoiled  of  its  sacred  art  and  those  who 
refused  to  comply  with  the  sacrilegious 
law  were  executed  or  sent  into  exile. 
The  faithful  who  survived  the  perse¬ 
cution  rescued  as  much  as  they  could 
of  their  venerable  statues  and  icons. 
The  portrait  of  the  “Patroness  of 
Constantinople”  was  among  the  trea¬ 
sures  saved  from  the  destructive  chaos 
of  the  Isuarian’s  reign.  As  in  the  days 
of  the  catacombs  of  Jerusalem,  it  was 


privately  kept  by  pious  guardians. 

Unfortunately,  this  particular  perse¬ 
cution  of  the  Iconoclasts  did  not  die  with 
the  Emperor  Leo  in  741,  but  lived  on  in 
varying  degrees  of  intensity  a  thousand 
years  longer.  Still,  the  Mother  of  God 
had  special  designs  for  the  future  of  her 
picture  and  would  not  allow  it  to  suffer 
harm.  The  traveling  icon  was  about  to 
take  its  leave  from  Constantinople. 

Northward  Journey  Continued 

This  was  occasioned  by  the  spread 
of  the  True  Faith  to  the  Slavonic  tribes 
occupying  the  regions  of  what  is  now 
Czechoslovakia,  Poland  and  Russia.  A 
unique  quality  of  the  Catholic  Faith  is 
that  the  people  who  embrace  it  inevitably 
receive  both  the  means  of  salvation  and 
of  civilization.  In  the  case  of  the  conver¬ 
sion  of  the  Slavs  it  was  not  long  before 
their  nobility,  especially  the  Russian 
royalty,  were  inter-marrying  with  the 
Eastern  royalty  of  Constantinople.  As  a 
dowry  for  one  of  the  princesses, 
Constantinople’s  famous  icon  of  the 
Mother  of  God  was  given  to  the  Russian 
Opolsey  family.  The  testimonies  of  the 
most  ancient  documents  concerning  the 
picture  are  in  agreement  that  its  arrival  in 
the  Ukraine  occurred  in  the  ninth  cen¬ 
tury.  They  also  agree  that,  shortly  after, 
the  Opolsey  family  married  into  the 
Polish  royalty  and  thereupon  the  holy 
portrait  was  again  dowered  in  the  pro¬ 
cess.  Thus,  we  find  that  it  had  been 
brought  to  the  Castle  of  Belz,  a  town 
some  40  miles  north  of  Lvov,  where  it 
remained  until  the  14th  century. 

There  is  but  one  more  episode  in  the 
story  before  the  icon  reaches  its  present 
shrine  at  Czestochowa.  During  the  reign 
of  Prince  Ladislaus  who  ruled  Poland  for 
the  frequently  absent  King  Louis,  sover¬ 
eign  of  both  Hungary  and  Poland,  the 
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eastern  frontiers  including  the  Castle  of 
Belz  were  threatened  by  Tartan  inva¬ 
sions.  (The  Tartars  were  descendents  of 
Mohammedan  Turks  driven  from  the 
East  by  the  conquests  of  the  Mongols 
under  Genghis  Khan.  They,  in  turn,  rav- 
aged  and  plundered  Asia  Minor  and 
eventually  established  what  is  known  as 
the  Ottoman  Empire  which  soon  rivaled 
the  Christian  European  nations.) 

While  the  fierce  Tartars  were  laying 
siege  to  Belz,  one  of  their  archers  fired  an 
arrow  which  flew'  through  the  castle’s 
chapel  w  indow  and  pierced  the  venerable 
picture,  leaving  a  deep  gash  on  Our 
Lady's  throat.  Ladislaus,  inspired  as  it 
w  ere,  by  righteous  and  pious  indignation 
rallied  his  troops  to  fight  for  the  honor  of 


the  Black  Madonna  and  thus  routed  his 
enemies. 

Following  the  victory,  the  coura¬ 
geous  prince  thought  it  best  to  remove 
the  portrait  to  his  native  town  of  Opole  to 
assure  its  protection  from  further  as¬ 
saults.  As  his  retinue  made  its  way  to¬ 
ward  the  regions  of  Upper  Silesia,  they 
were  constrained  to  spend  a  night  in  a 
city  through  which  they  were  passing 
called  Czestochowa.  The  holy  relic  was 
placed  in  the  little  parish  Church  of  the 
Assumption  for  the  night.  The  next  day 
the  portrait  was  loaded  again  into  the 
wagon  so  that  the  journey  could  be  re¬ 
sumed  but  for  some  mysterious  reason 
the  horses  were  unable  to  pull  the  cart 
from  its  place.  The  king  and  his  entire 
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entourage  were  extremely  perplexed  by 
this  strange  dilemma  and  tried  again 
and  again  to  move  the  carriage  but  al¬ 
ways  without  success.  Ladislaus  then 
knelt  before  Our  Lady’s  picture  and 
humbly  asked  her  for  the  grace  to  know 
what  it  was  that  she  wanted  done  with 
her  portrait.  In  answer  to  his  prayer  he 
was  instructed  in  a  dream  to  keep  the 
image  permanently  at  Czestochowa  and 
more  specifically  to  have  it  enshrined 
on  Jasna  Gora.  Without  delay  the  prince 
solemnly  transferred  the  sacred  image 
back  into  the  Church  of  the  Assumption 
and  promulgated  a  decree  for  the 
building  of  a  church  on  Jasna  Gora  at 
his  own  expense.  This  was  on  August 
26,  1382. 

Ladislaus  then  brought  in  the 
Pauline  Fathers  from  Nosztre,  Hungary, 
reputed  to  be  the  holiest  religious  in 
Europe  at  the  time,  to  occupy  the 
Church  and  become  the  portrait’s 
guardians.  Saint  John  of  Capistrano  had 
written  of  these  same  white-habited 
priests,  “If  anyone  wishes  to  see  angels 
in  human  flesh,  he  can  observe  the 
daily  life  of  the  Pauline  Fathers,  and  I 
assure  you  that  he  will  be  satisfied.” 

The  Two  Scars 

Shortly  thereafter,  John  Huss 
(d.  1415)  helped  to  spread  the  heretical 
doctrines  of  John  Wickliffe  throughout 
Bohemia  and  Poland.  Private  interpre¬ 
tation  of  the  Bible,  the  denial  of  tran- 
substantiation  in  the  Blessed  Sacra¬ 
ment,  and  denial  of  the  necessity  of  the 
Sacrament  of  Confession  were  all  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  litany  of  false  teachings 
fostered  by  Huss  and  his  followers. 
Attempts  by  the  Church  and  the  State  to 
suppress  the  subversive  heresy  only 
hastened  an  impending  civil  and  reli¬ 
gious  war.  Desecration  and  confiscation 


of  Church  property  became  the  major 
past-time  for  the  marauding  Hussites 
who  also  thought  nothing  of  killing  the 
Catholic  clergy  and  religious  who 
firmly  opposed  them. 

In  1430,  not  even  50  years  after  the 
picture’s  arrival  in  Czestochowa,  the 
Hussites  marched  on  Jasna  Gora.  The 
Pauline  Fathers  could  do  little  to  protect 
their  shrine  and  many  of  them  hero¬ 
ically  lost  their  lives  defending  it.  Their 
monastery  was  looted  of  its  sacred 
treasures  including  the  venerable  por¬ 
trait  of  Our  Lady  which  was  carelessly 
tossed  into  the  back  of  the  escaping 
vandals’  horse-drawn  cart.  To  the  utter 
amazement  and  confusion  of  the  her¬ 
etics,  however,  their  horses,  after  trav¬ 
eling  a  short  distance,  suddenly  stopped 
and  could  not  be  moved.  The  miracle 
which  had  occurred  back  in  the  days  of 
Prince  Ladislaus  had  been  reenacted. 
Despite  all  efforts  the  beasts  could  not 
be  budged.  In  a  desperate  attempt  to 
lighten  the  wagon  of  its  load  they  threw 
the  icon  on  the  ground.  Then  one  of  the 
Hussites,  with  diabolic  zeal,  slashed  the 
face  of  the  Mother  of  God  with  two  vi¬ 
cious  strokes  of  his  sword.  The  picture, 
broken  into  three  pieces  by  the  blows, 
was  about  to  be  cleaved  again  by  this 
wicked  man  when  a  lightning  bolt 
struck  him  dead.  His  partners  fled  in 
panic. 

Upon  finding  their  icon  in  such  a 
pitiable  state,  the  priests  were  indeed 
heartbroken.  They  fell  to  their  knees 
around  the  picture  to  implore  God's 
mercy  for  the  grave  sacrilege  commit¬ 
ted  against  His  Blessed  Mother.  As  the 
monks  were  thus  praying,  behold,  a 
spring  of  pure  water  bubbled  up  from 
the  ground  where  they  knelt.  They  were 
greatly  consoled  by  this  miraculous  act 
of  the  Divine  Compassion  and  imme- 
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diately  cleansed  the  painting  of  its 
stains.  Carefully  they  reassembled  the 
pieces  and  reverently  bore  it  back  to 
Jasna  Gora  for  further  restoration.  The 
miraculous  spring  became  renowned 
for  the  physical  and  spiritual  benefits 
for  all  who  used  its  water  with  faith  in 
Our  Lady  of  Czestochowa.  Eventually  a 
church  dedicated  to  Saint  Barbara  was 
built  over  the  spring  to  accommodate 
the  growing  number  of  pilgrims  who 
began  to  go  there. 

Virgin  Most  Powerful 

The  Mother  of  God  is  not  bound  to 
deliver  the  Polish  people,  or  anyone  for 
that  matter,  from  the  temporal  trials  of 
this  life.  Was  it  not  her  very  own  Son 
Who  suffered  an  ignominious  death  on 
the  Cross?  Cannot  Almighty  God, 
Whose  handmaid  she  is,  derive  good 
out  of  evil?  Yes,  of  course,  one  might 
answer.  But  the  fact  remains  that 


throughout  the  centuries.  Our  Lady  of 
Czestochowa  has  kept  a  watchful  eye 
upon  the  needs  of  the  Polish  people  and 
nation.  She  has  effected  a  staggering 
quantity  of  very  often  spectacular 
miracles  for  those  who  have  placed 
their  entire  trust  in  her  intercession.  Her 
faithful  clients  have  been  rescued  at 
sea,  spared  in  fires,  preserved  from 
floods,  and  have  had  every  variety  of 
malady  and  sickness  healed.  Our  Lady 
of  Czestochowa  has  also  brought  about 
the  conversion  of  the  most  hardened 
sinners  and  she  has  even,  on  several 
occasions,  raised  the  dead  to  life.  These 
facts  are  not,  of  course,  recorded  in  the 
“World  History"  books  but  they  are 
well  documented  and  preserved  in  the 
archives  at  Jasna  Gora. 

Many  of  the  Black  Madonna’s 
miracles,  however,  are  of  historical 
magnitude  and  significance. 

Early  in  the  17th  century,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  when  Poland  was  attacked  by  a 
powerful  Lutheran  army  sent  by  the 
Protestant  Union,  Our  Lady  personally 
assisted  the  ill-equipped  and  greatly 
outnumbered  Catholic  forces.  While  the 
city  of  Glewice  was  being  besieged  by 
the  invaders,  its  entire  populace,  clergy, 
armed  forces  and  civilians,  piously  in¬ 
voked  the  intercession  of  Our  Lady  of 
Czestochowa  and  solemnly  promised 
that  if  they  were  spared,  the  whole  city 
would  visit  the  shrine  at  Jasna  Gora  in 
thanksgiving.  As  the  battle  drew  nigh. 
Our  Lady  appeared  above  them  in  the 
sky  and  stretched  forth  her  mantle, 
covering  the  city  as  a  sign  of  her  pro¬ 
tection.  Seeing  the  vision,  the  defenders 
of  Glewice  were  filled  with  renewed 
fortitude  and  confidence  as  they  readied 
for  combat.  The  Protestants,  however, 
were  terrified  by  the  apparition  and 
knowing  that  they  could  never  defeat 
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the  great  Queen  of  Heaven,  scattered 
in  disarray.  The  city  rejoiced  and 
shortly  after,  all  who  were  able  visited 
Our  Lady  of  Czestochowa’s  shrine  to 
fulfill  their  vow. 

Some  three  decades  later,  in  1655, 
the  monastery  at  Jasna  Gora  itself  was 
under  siege  during  the  invasion  of  the 
Swedish  armies  of  Charles  X.  Through 
the  assistance  of  Our  Lady,  300  men, 
monks  as  well  as  soldiers,  successfully 
defended  their  stronghold  for  forty  days 
against  an  army  of  12,000.  Their  mi¬ 
raculous  preservation  rejuvenated  the 
fortitude  of  the  Polish  forces  and  was 
instrumental  in  hastening  the  subsequent 
defeat  of  the  Swedes.  It  was  following 
these  events  that  Our  Lady  of 
Czestochowa  was  affectionately  be¬ 
stowed  the  title,  “Queen  of  Poland.” 

Towards  the  end  of  that  same  17th 
century,  there  rose  to  prominence 
Poland’s  great  national  hero,  John 
Sobieski.  As  commander-in-chief  of  the 
Polish  Army  and  later  as  king,  following 
his  election  in  1674,  Sobieski  halted  the 
menacing  invasion  of  Turkish  hordes 
upon  the  country  with  his  undaunted 
courage  and  ingenious  strategy.  The  vast 
majority  of  captured  Polish  territories 
were  regained  through  his  efforts,  on 
account  of  which,  the  Turks  named  him 
the  Unvanquished  Northern  Lion.  The 
Moslems,  however,  soon  began  concen¬ 
trated  attacks  on  Austria  with  Vienna  as 
their  main  target.  Sobieski  was  called 
upon  to  rescue  the  suffering  defenders  of 
the  city  and  with  a  large  army  set  out  for 
Austria  in  August,  1683.  Enroute,  the 
King  and  his  troops  stopped  at  the  shrine 
of  Our  Lady  of  Czestochowa  to  implore 
her  protection  and  blessing  on  their 
campaigns.  Although  the  combined 
German  and  Polish  forces  were  outnum¬ 
bered  almost  three-to-one,  Sobieski 


courageously  led  the  assault,  and  after  a 
long  and  hard-fought  battle  obtained  the 
victory.  This  occurred  on  September  12, 
1683,  the  Feast  of  the  Holy  Name  of 
Mary,  which  as  a  result  of  this  triumph 
was  made  a  feast  of  universal  observance 
in  the  Church  by  Pope  Innocent  XI. 

Virgin  Most  Sorrowful 

The  1600’s  indeed  proved  to  be  a 
glorious  epoch  in  the  pages  of  Polish 
history,  but  following  the  death  of  King 
John  Sobieski  there  developed  a  rapid 
decline.  The  lack  of  strong  national 
leadership  opened  the  door  to  excessive 
foreign  influence  and  eventually  the 
complete  obliteration  of  Poland  by  her 
neighbors,  Russia,  Prussia,  and  Austria, 
who  divided  the  once  unconquerable 
nation  among  themselves.  The  actual 
“Partitioning  of  Poland,”  as  it  is  histori¬ 
cally  referred  to,  occurred  in  successive 
stages  between  the  years  1772  to  1795, 
but  its  effects  lingered  on  for  over  100 
years.  In  reality,  Poland  was  no  longer  a 
country  during  this  period,  yet  somehow 
it  remained  a  people,  a  Catholic  people, 
deeply  conscious  of  their  precious  Reli¬ 
gion  and  their  Queen  in  Czestochowa. 

While  the  conclusion  of  World  War 
I  offered  the  Polish  people  some  hope  of 
freedom,  they  were  immediately  chal¬ 
lenged  by  invading  Bolsheviks  who 
stormed  the  country  in  1920.  Fervent 
prayer  was  made  to  Our  Lady  of 
Czestochowa  and  the  Red  Army  was 
stopped  at  the  Vistula  River  near  War¬ 
saw  on  August  15,  1920,  the  Feast  of 
Our  Lady's  Assumption. 

Poland  retained  its  peace  and  free¬ 
dom  for  only  eighteen  years  following  its 
conflict  with  Russia.  The  battered 
nation’s  long  awaited  prosperity  quickly 
became  an  illusion  as  World  War  II 
turned  its  soil,  once  again,  into  a  blood- 
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The  Pope  recently  visited  his  native 
Poland  calling  the  people  to  resist 
practical  atheism. 

soaked  battlefield.  For  five  years,  from 
1939-1944,  thousands  of  Polish  clergy, 
religious,  and  faithful  were  the  victims 
of  German  and  Russian  persecutions. 
The  heroic  Franciscan  apostle  of  the 
Immaculata,  Saint  Maximilian  Kolbe, 
who  was  canonized  October  10,  1982, 
by  Pope  John  Paul  II,  died  at  the  Nazi 
concentration  camp  of  Auschwitz  at 
this  time.  The  war  ended  but  not  the 
persecution. 

Poland's  next  great  cross,  and  the  one 
which  it  carries  to  this  day,  was  occasioned 
by  the  aftermath  of  the  Yalta  Conferences 
of  1945.  Polish  forces  had  been  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  aid  to  the  Allies  throughout  the  war 
but  the  agreement  reached  by  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt,  Winston  Churchill,  and  Joseph 
Stalin  at  Yalta  rewarded  their  noble  services 
by  committing  their  nation  to  Soviet  Com¬ 
munist  domination.  The  new  Polish  Com¬ 
munist  government  employed  subtle  means 
of  suppressing  the  Catholic  Church  at 


first  but  soon  began  to  show  its  actual 
plans  of  forming  a  national  church  sepa¬ 
rated  from  Rome  and  destroying  the  True 
Church  entirely.  The  Primate  of  Poland, 
Cardinal  Stephen  Wyszynski,  and  nu¬ 
merous  bishops  and  priests  were  impris¬ 
oned  in  1953  because  of  their  strong  re¬ 
sistance  to  these  oppressive  measures.  At 
the  same  time,  thousands  of  secular  and 
religious  clergy  were  either  killed,  jailed, 
or  exiled.  This  only  served  to  solidify  the 
nation's  Catholic  sentiments.  On  the 
Feast  of  Our  Lady  of  Czestochowa,  Au¬ 
gust  26,  1956,  over  one  million  faithful 
pilgrims  arrived  at  Jasna  Gora  as  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  loyalty  to  Our  Lady  and  to 
the  Church.  Their  prayers  were  heard,  for 
within  a  short  time  the  Polish  govern¬ 
ment  rescinded  its  flagrant  persecution  of 
the  Church  and  released  Cardinal 
Wyszynski  from  prison. 

Yet  the  conflict  between  atheistic 
Communism  and  the  Church  continues  to 
the  present  day  in  Poland.  The  plight  of  the 
Polish  nation  and  its  relation  to  Our  Lady  is 
well  summarized  by  Father  Marian  Zalecki, 
O.S.P.  who  writes,  “The  Mother  of  the  re¬ 
deeming  Messias  and  of  all  the  redeemed 
children  of  God  reigns  upon  the  top  of 
Jasna  Gora  among  the  children  of  God  in 
Poland.  In  a  special  way,  she  shares  their 
destiny  and  leads  them  to  salvation.  Thus, 
the  holy  image  of  the  suffering  Mother  of 
Czestochowa  stands  for  all  Polish  people  as 
a  visible  sign  of  the  invisible  presence  of  the 
Mother  of  Sorrows,  who  still  deeply  suffers 
with  her  nation.  The  wounds  of  the  nation 
are  discovered  and  seen  in  the  wounded  and 
scarred  face  of  its  Mother  and  Queen  of 
Jasna  Gora." 

The  passion  of  Our  Lady’s  Son  was 
followed  by  His  glorious  Resurrection, 
which  leads  us  to  believe  that  there  still  is 
hope  for  Our  Lady’s  suffering  children  in 
Poland.  ■ 
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Primacy  of  Peter 

Remains 
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Pope  Paul  in  his  1969  address  on  the  feast  of  Saint  Catherine  of  Siena  cited 
her  as  a  model  of  devotion  to  the  institutional  Church.  She  died  to  preserve  it.  To 
break  the  threat  upon  its  governing  body  at  the  very  source,  the  papacy,  the  he¬ 
roic  stiginatist  offered  her  life  in  an  expiatory  sacrifice  which  she  knew  from  her 
visions  would  atone  for  and  eradicate  the  wrongs.  She  saved  the  papacy. 

She  did  more 
than  suffer,  she  acted,  to 
restore  its  integrity.  Over 
an  interval  of  somewhat 
less  than  half  a  century 
the  supreme  pontiffs  had 
been  residing  in 
Avignon  when  Catherine 
implored  Pope  Gregory 
XI  to  move  the  papacy 
back  to  Rome.  In  a  letter 
to  him  she  wrote;  “Be 
valiant  and  not  fearful; 
answer  God  Who  calls 
you  to  come  and  to  fill 
and  to  defend  the  place 
of  the  glorious  pastor, 
Saint  Peter,  whose  suc¬ 
cessor  you  are.”  He  de¬ 
fied  the  political  pres¬ 
sure  on  him  not  to  20, 
and  went.  Upon  his 
death  the  next  Holy  Fa¬ 
ther  in  the  legitimate  line 
of  succession  remained 
in  Rome  under  the  name 
of  Urban  VI. 

This  led  to  the 
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Western  Schism,  for  a  faction  of  thir¬ 
teen  cardinals  under  a  change  of  mind 
i  met  at  Fondi  to  elect  an  antipope  who 
took  up  residence  in  the  old  papal 
quarters  at  Avignon.  The  outrageous 
•scandal  spread  anxiety  and  confusion 
[through  the  Church.  The  faithful, 
wanting  to  acknowledge  the  rightful 
.claimant,  could  not  be  sure  of  him.  The 
young  Dominican  tertiary  from  Siena, 
rlhowever,  who  suffered  so  much  else, 
•suffered  no  such  pangs  of  uncertainty. 
The  political  chicanery  did  not  bewil- 
«der  her. 

Clear-headed,  fearless  of  heart, 
she  denounced  at  every  opportunity 
the  play-it-safe  attitude  of  those  in  au¬ 
thority  who  straddled  the  issue.  She 
told  the  timeservers,  in  words  of  per¬ 
suasive  force,  which  side  to  take.  She 
corrected  even  the  redoubtable  Saint 
Vincent  Ferrer  who,  like  so  many  oth¬ 
ers,  had  in  good  faith  decided  in  favor 
of  the  wrong  claimant.  Their  error  was 
one  of  fact,  not  principle,  due  to  a  his¬ 
toric  complication.  They  believed  as 
firmly  as  Saint  Catherine  in  the  pri¬ 
macy  of  Peter’s  successor.  But  who  of 
the  two  contestants,  and  later  three, 
was  really  he?  May  not  the  election  of 
the  incumbent  at  Rome  have  been  in¬ 
valid?  “No!”  the  Dominican  tertiary 
insisted.  She  never  wavered.  She  sent 
off  an  enormous  output  of  letters 
(nearly  400  of  which  are  still  extant)  to 
kings  and  cardinals  and  lesser  digni¬ 
taries,  to  high  and  low,  in  her  arduous 
campaign  to  win  for  Pope  Urban  VI 
his  rightful  recognition. 

Most  of  all,  she  corresponded  with 
him,  encouraging  him,  admonishing 
him,  reproving  in  him  an  unruly 
harshness  that  was  turning  away  many 
of  his  followers.  Distinguishing  be¬ 
tween  his  natural  flaws  of  character 


and  his  supernatural  right  to  the  throne 
of  Peter,  she  urged  him  not  to  abdicate; 
but  he  must  cool  his  petulance  to  a 
firm  and  abiding  patience.  She  herself 
lashed  out  at  his  opponents,  from  an 
irrepressible  impulse  of  love  for  the 
Church.  1  he  faction  was  endangering 
its  unity  in  attacking  the  necessary 
center  of  that  unity,  and  the  saint 
would  have  none  of  it. 

Catherine  hurried  to  Rome,  at 
Pope  Urban’s  request,  to  afford  him 
the  benefit  of  her  personal  visits.  She 
stayed,  never  again  to  return  home. 
This  greatest  woman  of  her  day  was 
fighting  her  life  out,  suffering  unto 
death,  to  break  the  stubborn  schism.  It 
would  not  be  broken  in  her  day.  The 
Council  of  Constance,  which  would 
end  the  outrage,  lay  in  the  future.  But 
Catherine  died,  within  two  years  of  her 
coming  to  Rome,  certain  of  the  even¬ 
tuality. 

The  saint  has  described  her  pre¬ 
monition.  She  said  that  in  one  of  her 
apparitions  she  could  feel  the  weight 
of  a  ship  on  her  shoulders,  crushing 
her  down  as  its  expiatory  victim.  It 
was  the  Barque  of  Peter,  and  she  was 
saving  it.  At  the  age  of  thirty-three, 
paralyzed,  stigmatized,  wracked  with 
pain,  the  heroine  died  in  an  agony  that 
was  ecstasy.  Her  last  breath  was  noth¬ 
ing  like  a  gasp.  It  was  a  prayer  spoken 
aloud,  strong  and  confident,  for  the 
unity  of  the  Church  under  the  supreme 
guidance  of  one  Shepherd. 

If  Catherine  of  Siena  is  known 
today  as  the  patron  saint  of  the  papacy, 
and  deserves  to  be,  it  is  because  she 
considered  Urban  VI  the  duly  elected 
Bishop  of  Rome  and  the  genuine  suc¬ 
cessor  of  its  First  One.  She  would  not 
swerve  an  inch  from  her  stand,  fearing 
no  man,  however  high  and  mighty, 
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clerical  or  lay.  She  saw  clearly  and 
exhorted  others  to  see  that  an  election, 
once  valid,  does  not  become  void.  She 
would  not  let  herself  be  harangued  by 
the  faction  who  had  sanctioned  the 


Ancient  bronze  statue  of  Saint  Peter 

choice  of  Urban  and  then  retracted. 
History  has  shown  her  right.  Its  direct 
line  of  pontiffs  from  Peter  to  John  Paul 
II  includes  Catherine’s  pope  and  his 
three  successors  during  that  hectic  in¬ 
terim  of  forty  years,  while  it  excludes 
from  the  count  the  three  contemporary 
antipopes. 

That  Saint  Peter  went  to  Rome  to 
finish  out  his  days,  to  die  there  a  mar¬ 
tyr,  is  not  likely  to  be  contested 
nowadays.  The  contrary  assumption, 
feebly  introduced  by  the  Waldenses, 
and  never  seriously  broached  until  the 
sixteenth  century,  has  lost  credit.  Ar¬ 
chaeology,  having  unearthed  the 
martyr’s  tomb  beneath  his  basilica  on 
Vatican  hill,  has  dealt  it  a  death  blow. 


But  the  assumption  never  did  have  an 
ounce  of  plausibility.  Saint  Peter’s 
own  Epistle  to  the  Christians  of  Asia 
Minor,  conveying  to  them  greetings 
from  “Babylon,”  thereby  fixes  his 
place  of  residence  in  Rome.  It  is  the 
cryptic  name  which  the  Sibylline 
Books  and  Revelation  from  Saint  John 
and  contemporary  Jewish  writing  all 
used  in  referring  to  the  licentious 
capital  of  the  Empire. 

Another  finding  of  archaeology, 
this  time  in  the  Roman  catacombs, 
bears  strong  witness.  Their  art  abounds 
in  portrayals  of  Saint  Peter,  showing 
over  three  hundred  of  them,  featuring 
scenes  from  his  life,  giving  him  a  pri¬ 
ority  next  to  that  of  Jesus  and  Mary  as 
a  favorite  subject.  Saint  Paul,  though 
finishing  his  missionary  labors  and 
dying  a  co-martyr  at  Rome,  does  not 
come  near.  Nor  in  the  catacombs  is  he 
ever  pictured  together  with  Moses. 
Saint  Peter  definitely  is.  One  of  the 
drawings  actually  has  Christ  handing 
to  him  a  scroll  that  carries  the  inscrip¬ 
tion:  “The  Lord  confers  the  Law."  The 
meaning  looks  out  of  the  design  as 
unmistakably  this:  the  Son  of  God  ap¬ 
points  His  Moses  of  the  New  Dispen¬ 
sation.  Thus  does  Roman  art  accord 
Saint  Peter  a  dignity  proper  to  his  pri¬ 
macy  while  treating  him  with  an  inti¬ 
macy  it  could  scarcely  feel  for  a 
stranger  beyond  the  city  walls. 

Peter  did  not  take  his  primacy 
with  him  to  the  tomb.  He  passed  it  on 
to  his  immediate  follower  in  the  Ro¬ 
man  See,  and  from  Linus  to  Cletus,  to 
Clement,  to  Evaristus,  to  Alexander 
and  the  rest  of  the  continual  sequence. 
Never  for  a  moment  did  the  early 
Christians  think  that  Jesus,  in  founding 
His  Church,  intended  His  foundation 
for  it  to  crumble  at  the  death  of  Peter. 
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SEach  one  of  his  successors  they  re¬ 
garded  no  less  truly  the  Vicar  of 
Christ,  the  supreme  pontiff.  They 
;  showered  upon  the  Bishop  of  Rome  an 
i  esteem  that  would  in  due  course  bring 
|  him  the  title  of  Papa  mundi.  Father  of 
I  ;he  world,  the  Pope. 

Saint  Irenaeus  of  the  second  cen¬ 
tury  enumerated  by  name  the  papal 
.succession  from  Peter  to  Eleutherius, 
ill  of  them  Bishops  of  Rome.  His  tes¬ 
timony  carries  impressive  credentials. 
He  had  for  his  teacher  Saint  Polycarp, 
who  had  for  his  the  “beloved  disciple” 
John,  who  had  for  his  the  Omniscient. 
Young  Irenaeus  received  an  education 
,of  apostolic  quality.  When  therefore, 
js  the  first  eminent  apologist,  he  up¬ 
held  in  his  book  “Against  Heresies” 
the  primacy  of  the  Roman  See  it  must 
be  supposed  he  was  expressing  the 
apostolic  mind. 

Peter  and  the  other  apostles  saw  to 
it  that  their  Christ-given  powers  would 
survive  them  in  a  priesthood  and  an 
^episcopate  which  they  understood 
from  their  Master  would  reach  to  the 
end  of  time.  Their  actions  in  the 
■“Acts”  prove  it.  Other  records  verify  it. 
The  historian  Eusebius,  who  attended 
the  first  ecumenical  council  in  321, 
boasted  that  all  the  bishops  in  atten¬ 
dance  could  trace  their  lineage  back  to 
the  apostles.  The  records  of  certifica¬ 
tion,  he  said,  were  available  to  any 
scholar  who  cared  to  examine  them. 

He  himself  saw  fit  in  his  “Eccle¬ 
siastical  History”  to  identify  name  by 
name  the  episcopal  pedigree  in  some 
of  the  major  patriarchal  sees,  tracing 
that  of  Antioch  from  his  contemporary 
Cyril  back  to  Peter,  its  first  bishop; 
that  of  Alexandria  back  to  Mark  the 
Evangelist,  whom  Peter  taught  and 
consecrated;  that  of  Jerusalem  back  to 


James  the  Less,  meaning  James  the 
Younger.  But  no  other  lineage  of 
bishops,  the  historian  well  knew, 
should  rival  in  majesty  and  importance 
that  of  Rome.  He  accordingly  listed  its 
pontiffs  in  an  unbroken  sequence  from 
Peter,  the  Rock,  dating  the  reign  of 
each,  documenting  the  evidence. 

A  year  after  Eusebius  had  com¬ 
pleted  his  great  masterwork  of  ten 
volumes,  earning  from  it  the 
soubriquet  “Father  of  Church  History,” 
he  had  the  honor  of  delivering  the 
opening  address  at  the  Council  of 
Nicaea.  He  welcomed  the  assembly, 
thanked  Emperor  Constantine  for 
having  provided  transportation  for  the 
many  attending  bishops,  and  in  the 
next  breath  admitted  that  as  Bishop  of 
Caesaria  he  would  not  and  dare  not 
preside  over  the  meetings.  That  dis¬ 
tinction  belongs  only,  he  went  on,  to 
“the  head  of  all  the  bishops  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  the  Bishop  of  Rome, 
our  Holy  Father  Sylvester.  Though  not 
here  in  person,”  the  speaker  explained, 
“he  has  sent  his  delegates,  Bishop 
Hosius  of  Cordova  in  Spain,  and  the 
Roman  priests,  Vitus  and  Vincent. 
You  will  find  that  when  the  official 
acts  of  the  council  come  to  be  signed, 
the  first  signatures  will  not  be  those  of 
the  bishops  of  the  great  Eastern  cities, 
Alexander  of  Alexandria,  or  Macarius 
of  Jerusalem,  or  Eustanthius  of 
Antioch.” 

Nor,  in  the  event,  were  they.  The 
three  papal  delegates  signed  the 
documents  first.  Two  of  them,  not 
even  bishops,  were  nonetheless  Pope 
Sylvester’s  representatives.  And  that 
sufficed.  The  aging  holy  pontiff,  ab¬ 
sent,  because  of  ill  health,  received 
from  the  council  a  full  recognition  of 
his  primacy. 
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Bishop  Eusebius  of  Caesaria  has 
the  reason  why.  His  readers  will  run 
across  it  recurrently  in  both  his  “His¬ 
tory"  and  his  “Life  of  Constantine.” 
His  audience  at  Nicaea  heard  it  from 
his  lips:  the  Roman  Pontiff  owes  his 
-supremacy  not  to  the  fact  that  his  see 
lies  in  the  imperial  capital  but  to  the 
fact  that  he  is  the  successor  of  Peter 
.whom  Christ  raised  to  the  supremacy 
over  the  other  apostles. 

Pope  Saint  Clement,  third  in  line 
tfrom  Peter,  would  never  have  dared  to 
-settle  a  dispute  between  the  laity  and 
the  clergy  of  Corinth,  which  in  his 
lEpistle  to  the  Corinthians  he  did,  had 
the  not  believed  in  his  inherited  su¬ 
premacy  of  power.  The  Corinthians 
i  apparently  believed  in  it,  too.  They  did 
mot  denounce  his  right  to  correct  them; 
tthey  heeded  him.  Nor  did  Saint  John  at 
Ephesus,  not  far  from  Corinth,  protest 
the  action.  As  the  lone  survivor  of  the 
•original  twelve  he  cannot  have  found  it 
!  .an  infringement  on  his  own  high  au¬ 
thority;  as  an  interested  neighbor  of  the 
Corinthians  he  cannot  have  thought  it 
interference  from  a  foreign  see;  if  he 
had,  a  man  of  his  fluency  and  zeal  for 
purity  of  doctrine  would  have  said  so. 
He  said  nothing.  He  accepted  it. 

Less  than  fifteen  years  after  Pope 
Clement  had  written  his  Epistle  to  the 
Corinthians,  Saint  Ignatius  as  Bishop 
of  Antioch  wrote  one  to  the  Romans.  It 
was  unlike  any  of  his  letters  to  the 
other  churches.  It  showed  the  utmost 
and  a  unique  deference  to  the  Roman 
Church,  declaring  its  priority,  ac¬ 
knowledging  its  “presidency”  over 
Christians  everywhere  on  earth.  If  ever 
a  see  might  reasonably  challenge 
Rome  its  “presidency,”  to  use  the 
Ignatian  term,  it  would  have  to  be 
Antioch,  since  its  line  of  bishops  has 


also  descended  from  Peter.  Yet,  from 
then  to  now,  not  one  of  them  has  raised 
the  counterclaim.  That  Peter  took  his 
supremacy  with  him  to  Rome  and 
upon  his  death  transmitted  it  to  his 
successor  there,  was  the  universal  be¬ 
lief  of  Christendom  all  through  its 
early  centuries. 

An  anonymous  but  much  quoted 
poem  against  Marcion,  w  ho  would  not 
be  reconciled  to  the  Holy  See,  eulo¬ 
gizes  “the  very  chair  in  which  Peter 
sat”  when  Peter  named  Linus  its  next 
occupant.  As  a  symbol  of  papal  au¬ 
thority  it  became  a  most  sacred  piece 
of  furniture  in  the  Church.  Tertullian, 
of  the  second  and  third  centuries,  sa¬ 
luted  it  from  Carthage  with  the  fervor 
of  deep  veneration.  Saint  Cyprian,  the 
Bishop  of  Carthage,  and  of  a  sufficient 
prestige  to  obtain  a  place  in  the  tradi¬ 
tional  canon  of  the  Mass,  argued  the 
supremacy  of  the  Roman  See  because 
it  possessed  the  Chair  of  Peter.  Saint 
Peter  Chrysologus,  in  a  letter  to 
Eutyches,  implored  the  Monophysite 
to  heed  the  Roman  Pontiff  because 
“blessed  Peter  who  presides  in  his 
chair  proffers  the  truth  of  faith  to  those 
who  seek  it.”  History  knows  of  no 
such  celebrated  chair  at  Antioch,  or 
elsewhere  than  Rome. 

If  the  actual  chair  is  no  longer  in 
use  and  has  not  been  for  centuries,  the 
authority  it  represents  remains  to  the 
pope.  And  that  is  what  matters.  There 
does  of  course  stand  at  Saint  Peter's  a 
large  bronze  throne  which  encases  a 
smaller  one  of  wood  commonly  con¬ 
sidered  the  apostle's  own  cathedra. 
The  famous  archaeologist  de  Rossi  so 
believes.  But  should  he  be  proved 
wrong,  what  of  it?  What  the  antique 
symbolizes  would  still  hold  good: 
namely,  the  continuous  transmission  of 
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authority  from  the  first  to  the  present 
Roman  Pontiff.  The  liturgy  for  the  feast 
of  Saint  Peter’s  Chair  makes  that,  and 
nothing  more,  the  theme  of  the  day. 

The  use  of  the  symbol  for  the 
things  symbolized  enlivens  the  idioms 
of  daily  speech.  At  an  American  po¬ 
litical  convention  it  is  the  chair  that 
recognizes  the  senator  from  Indiana 
and  invites  him  to  the  rostrum.  At  a 
university  a  professor  is  said  to  occupy 
the  chair  of  philosophy,  who  is  known 
to  teach  his  classes  standing  up.  To 
say,  as  Jesus  did,  that  “the  scribes  and 
Pharisees  sit  on  Moses’  seat”  is  only 
the  figurative  way  of  say  ing  that  they 
have  inherited  from  Moses  the  custo¬ 
dianship  of  the  Law.  And  yet  there  is 
the  charlatan  who  in  the  lecture  hall 
asks,  that  since  Saint  Peter’s  seat  of 
authority  may  no  longer  exist,  does  his 
authority? 

That  is  not  the  way  Cardinal 
Newman  put  his  questions.  He  takes  the 
figures  of  speech  which  the  Founder  of 
the  Church  used,  and  understands  them 
for  what  they  are.  He  accepts  the  tre¬ 
mendous  truth  they  convey.  He  asks: 
“Who  has  now'  the  keys  of  the  kingdom 
of  Heaven  as  Saint  Peter  had  then?  Who 
is  it  who  binds  and  looses  on  earth,  that 
Our  Lord  may  bind  and  loose  in  Heaven? 
Who,  I  say,  if  a  successor  to  Saint  Peter 
there  must  be,  who  is  that  successor  in 
his  sovereign  authority  over  the  Church? 
It  is  he  who  sits  in  Saint  Peter’s  chair:  it 
is  the  Bishop  of  Rome.”  Those  questions 
with  their  answer,  let  it  be  recalled  for  the 
sake  of  a  future  reference,  preceded  by 
years  the  First  Vatican  Council. 

The  plain  fact  is,  belief  in  the 
prerogative  of  the  Roman  Bishop 
started  with  Saint  Peter  and  continued 
into  the  pontificate  of  his  chosen 
successor.  Saint  Linus. 


The  sovereignty  of  the  Roman  See, 
early  known  as  the  Holy  See,  received 
the  unanimous  recognition  of  the  East¬ 
ern  and  Western  Fathers  of  the  Church. 
When  Saint  Athanasius,  who  would  not 
compromise  the  Divinity  of  Christ,  was 
thereupon  driven  out  of  Alexandria  by 
the  domineering  Arians,  the  exiled 
prelate  referred  the  case  to  the  Holy 
See.  Pope  Saint  Sylvester  in  response 
threw  the  weight  of  his  great  authority 
against  the  heresy  to  suppress  it,  in 
vindication  of  its  denouncer,  in  con¬ 
demnation  of  its  perpetrator.  And  to  this 
day,  despite  a  present  and  unresolved 
schism,  the  Graeco-Slav  Liturgy  still 
includes  a  prayer  of  gratitude  to  him 
which  S.  Herbert  Scott  has  translated  as 
follows:  “Father  Sylvester,  ...  you  ap¬ 
peared  as  a  pillar  of  fire,  snatching  the 
faithful  from  the  Egyptian  error  and 
continually  leading  them  with  unerring 
teaching  to  Divine  Light.” 

Saint  John  Chrysostom,  in  his  turn 
deposed  as  the  Patriarch  of 
Constantinople,  made  the  same  appeal 
to  the  Holy  See.  Saint  Cyril,  in  his  fight 
for  Mary’s  divine  maternity  against  the 
powerful  Nestorius,  depended  upon 
Pope  Saint  Celestine  whom  he  declared 
“the  foremost  Bishop  in  all  the  world." 
Saint  Jerome,  in  addressing  Pope  Saint 
Damasus,  said  that  “I  speak  with  the 
successor  of  the  Fisherman.”  Saint  Ba¬ 
sil,  when  dissension  broke  out  among 
the  churches  of  Asia  Minor,  besought 
the  same  Pope  Damasus  to  intervene; 
he  knew  his  request  was  not  out  of  or¬ 
der;  he  quoted  the  example  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  Pope  Saint  Dionysius  whose  final 
verdict  had  then  quieted  a  similar  dis¬ 
pute. 

It  is  Saint  Augustine  who  receives 
credit  for  the  axiom:  “Rome  has  spo¬ 
ken,  the  question  is  settled.”  If  in  his 
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Elected  works  that  quotation  in  full  is 
i  )t  to  be  found,  its  second  half  surely 
I  .  In  the  pulpit,  alluding  to  his  dispute 
ith  Pelagius  and  to  his  submitting  the 
use  to  the  Apostolic  See,  he  announced 
me  final  verdict  from  Pope  Innocent 
ith  the  comment:  “The  question  is 
-ttled.”  But  then,  foreseeing  the  obsti- 
i  icy  of  the  heresy  that  would  abolish 
te  doctrine  of  original  sin  from  the 
eed,  he  added  his  famous  articulate 
eh  of  reeret:  “Would  that  the  error 
ere  also  ended!"  This  great  Doctor  of 
race,  who  in  a  letter  to  his  country- 
len  asserted  the  supremacy  of  the  Ro- 
lan  See  and  in  treatises  defended  the 
Dvereignty  of  its  Pontiff,  has  at  Saint 
eter's  Basilica  an  appropriate  statue  to 
is  memory.  The  statue  is  one  of  four 
ronze  figures  that  stand  beneath  the 
‘hair  of  Peter  like  pillars,  upholding  it 
i  its  gilt  frame  of  a  throne. 

The  other  three  supporting  statues 
i  ^present  Saint  Ambrose,  Saint  John 
'hrysostom  and  Saint  Athanasius.  The 
our,  two  of  the  Latin  and  two  of  the 
irecian  rite,  richly  merit  their  com- 
lemoration  at  Saint  Peter’s.  Eloquent 
xpositors  of  the  primacy  of  the  Holy 
ee,  they  acted  accordingly  when  they 
etitioned  it  to  settle  their  disputes  with 
le  heretical  upstarts  in  their  respective 
ioceses.  They  did  what  wise  bishops 
verywhere  have  done  in  age  after  age. 
We  should  never  end,”  admits  histo- 
ian  Olivier,  “if  we  were  to  cite  all  the 
ppeals  to  Rome  from  the  East  as  well 
s  from  the  West.” 

The  dissenters  who  talk  as  though 
Vatican  I  invented  papal  supremacy,  if 
hey  honestly  believe  what  they  say, 
annot  have  read  either  the  Fathers  of 
he  Church  or  the  documents  of  previ¬ 
ous  councils.  Did  not  Nicaea  rely  upon 
he  sanction  of  Pope  Sylvester?  Did  not 


Sardica,  a  follow  up  of  Nicaea,  decree 
that  any  prelate  whom  the  authorities  of  a 
province  depose  retains  the  unalterable 
right  to  appeal  to  the  higher  tribunal  of 
the  Holy  See ?  Did  not  the  Ecumenical 
Council  at  Constantinople  in  381,  by 
then  an  imperial  capital,  nevertheless  re¬ 
ceive  ratification  from  the  Roman 
Bishop?  The  affirmative  answer  to  all 
three  questions  lies  in  the  official  records. 

Questions  of  the  kind  proceed  as 
fluently  as  one  can  think  of  them.  Did  not 
Nestorius  of  Constantinople  who  denied 
the  divine  maternity  of  Mary,  and  Cyril 
of  Alexandria  who  defended  it,  both  ap¬ 
peal  to  Pope  Celestine  for  a  settlement? 
Did  not  the  resultant  Ecumenical  Council 
of  Ephesus  applaud  his  settlement  to  the 
honor  and  glory  of  the  Mother  of  God? 
Did  not  the  Ecumenical  Council  of 
Chalcedon  greet  the  message  from  Pope 
Leo  with  a  standing  ovation  and  the 
unanimous  cry,  “Peter  has  spoken 
through  Leo?"  Did  not  the  Sixth  Ecu¬ 
menical  Council  at  Constantinople,  when 
a  letter  from  Pope  Agatho  was  read  to  it, 
adopt  the  same  thunderous  refrain,  “Peter 
has  spoken  through  Agatho?”  Did  not  the 
Ecumenical  Council  of  Florence,  after 
defining  as  a  dogma  the  Primacy  of  the 
Roman  See,  name  its  pontiff  the  vicar  of 
Christ? 

The  questions  are  many,  far  too 
many  to  be  all  listed  here,  but  the  answer 
remains  the  same  invariable  Yes. 

To  His  followers  in  the  Apostolic 
See,  as  much  as  to  Peter,  did  the  Son  of 
God  entrust  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of 
Heaven,  conferring  upon  them  all  the 
authority  on  earth  to  bind  or  to  loose. 
Saint  Catherine  of  Siena  knew  this.  Ev¬ 
ery  Pope,  from  Saint  Peter  to  Pope  John 
Paul  II  has  known  that  he  possessed  this 
authority  and  has  used  it.  ■ 
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Czestochowa 


Lady  and  Queen  and  Mystery  manifold 
And  very  Regent  of  the  untroubled  sky, 

Whom  in  a  dream  Saint  Hilda  did  behold 
And  heard  a  Woodland  music  passing  by: 

You  will  receive  me  when  the  clouds  are  high 
With  evening  and  the  sheep  attain  the  fold. 

This  is  the  faith  that  I  have  held  and  hold. 

And  this  is  that  in  which  I  mean  to  die. 

Steep  are  the  seas  and  savaging  and  cold 
In  broken  waters  terrible  to  try; 

And  vast  against  the  winter  night  the  wold. 

And  harborless  for  any  sail  to  lie. 

But  you  shall  lead  me  to  the  lights,  and  I 
Shall  hymn  you  in  a  harbor  story  told. 

This  is  the  faith  that  I  have  held  and  hold, 

And  this  is  that  in  which  I  mean  to  die. 

Help  of  the  half-defeated.  House  of  gold. 

Shrine  of  the  Sword,  and  Tower  of  Ivory; 
Splendor  apart,  supreme  and  aureoled. 

The  Battler's  vision  and  the  World's  reply. 

You  shall  restore  me,  O  my  last  Ally, 

To  vengeance  and  the  glories  of  the  bold. 

This  is  the  faith  that  I  have  held  and  hold. 

And  this  is  that  in  which  1  mean  to  die. 

Prince  of  the  degradations,  bought  and  sold. 

These  verses,  written  in  your  crumbling  sty. 
Proclaim  the  faith  that  I  have  held  and  hold 
And  publish  that  in  which  I  mean  to  die. 

Hilaire  Belloc 
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Wisdom  of  the  Saints 


The  Blessed  Virgin  was  not  called  by  God  to  be  a 
minister,  but  a  consort  and  a  helper,  in  accordance 
with  the  words,  “Let  us  make  a  help  like  unto  himself." 
(Gen.  2:  1  8) 

Saint  Albert  the  Great 

Just  as  when  one  mixes  melted  wax  with  other 
melted  wax,  a  united  whole  results,  so  by  the  com¬ 
munion  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  tie  is  in  us, 
and  we  are  united  in  Him. 

Saint  Cyril  of  Alexandria 

Where  faith  is  whole  and  entire,  there  the  Saviour 
teaches,  protects,  rejoices;  there  one  finds  rest,  tran¬ 
quility,  and  a  healing  power  for  all. 

Saint  Ambrose 

The  Church's  first  ornament  is  faith,  which  stands 
at  the  head  of  the  whole  battle  array  of  virtues.  All 
other  virtues  follow  it,  and  without  it,  they  simply  do 
not  enter  into  the  palace  of  the  kingdom  of  Heaven.  If 
humility,  if  patience,  if  chastity,  even  if  charity  itself, 
which  is  called  the  greatest  of  the  virtues  by  the 
apostle  present  themselves,  they  are  rejected  and  not 
permitted  to  enter,  if  faith  is  wanting. 

Saint  Bruno 

Take  away  that  which  is  superfluous,  and  that 
which  is  conducive  to  salvation  will  have  vigorous 
growth. 

Saint  Bernard 

Because  of  our  very  weak  faith  we  force  Christ  to 
be  tenacious;  because  want  of  trust  on  the  part  of  the 
pusillanimous  makes  Christ  poor,  whereas  complete 
confidence  reveals  him  as  wealthy  and  bountiful  in 
bestowing  gifts. 

Saint  Peter  Damien 
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Euthanasia 


and 

the  Alternative 

Fr.  Joseph  V.  Sullivan,  S.T.L. 


THE  subject  of  euthanasia — or,  to 
use  the  more  popular  term,  mercy 
killing — has  received  much  at¬ 
tention  in  recent  times,  especially  in  the 
United  States,  because  of  certain  in¬ 
stances  in  which,  it  is  claimed,  persons 
suffering  from  incurable  ailments  were 
put  to  death  by  sympathetic  relatives  or 
friends.  The  ethical  aspect  of  mercy 
killing  has  been  widely  discussed,  and 
conflicting  views  have  been  publicly 
debated.  It  would  seem  that  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  men  and  women  regard 
it  as  conformable  to  the  moral  law  to  kill 
a  helpless  sufferer — at  least  when  he 
himself  asks  for  a  “merciful  release.” 

However,  the  Catholic  Church  vig¬ 
orously  opposes  this  opinion.  The  teach¬ 
ing  of  the  Church  has  always  been  the 
same  as  it  is  today,  and  it  will  remain  the 
same  until  the  end  of  time.  For  the  Church 
proposes  Her  doctrine  on  the  subject  of 
mercy  killing  as  the  law  of  God;  and 
God's  law  does  not  change  with  changes 
of  human  customs  or  the  advance  of 
science. 

It  is  difficult  apart  from  faith  to  see 
how  pain  fits  into  a  planned  universe.  To 
the  worldly  minded,  a  cross  is  simply  an 
evil  they  cannot  escape.  Pain  and  death 
they  view  as  a  sad  triumph  of  a  lower 
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chemical  order  over  the  biological  order 
which  a  “cruel  and  unreasoning  nature,” 
has  inflicted  upon  them.  Even  many 
good  Christians  do  not  understand  the 
meaning  of  pain.  They  find  a  cross  of 
physical  suffering  a  contradiction  to  a 
good,  holy,  and  just  God.  It  is  Christ  on 
that  cross  that  solves  the  contradiction, 
but  it  takes  the  eyes  of  faith  to  see  Him 
there.  And  it  is  just  this  failure  to  see  in 
their  own  lives  the  suffering  Christ  that 
makes  pain  so  unbearable.  The  poor 
souls  are  undergoing  pain  without  a  pur¬ 
pose,  without  an  end,  and  that  indeed  is 
unbearable.  No  wonder,  then,  so  many 
request  euthanasia. 

Compare  the  difference  between  the 
happy  deaths  of  cancer  patients  under 
the  care  of  sisters  in  charitable  homes, 
with  the  sad,  hopeless,  pitiful  agony,  if 
not  contempt  for  God,  so  often  found  in 
similar  cancer  deaths  in  the  public  insti¬ 
tutions.  Two  examples  illustrate  this 
point.  One  noted  doctor  speaks  of  the 
fact  that  so  many  cancer  patients  have 
died  “shrieking,  groaning,  and  cursing 
till  their  breath  failed.”  And  there  is  an 
account  of  the  cancer  patients  in  the 
Mother  Alphonsa  Home,  in  Hawthorne, 
New  York.  The  sister  speaks  of  them  as 
standing  their  pain  and  offering  it  up  to 

From  The  HouseTops 


jod  as  a  penance  for  past  sins  and  she 

Idds:  “They  at  times  may  be  quite  happy, 
nd  indeed,  they  are  often  willing  to  joke 
nd  laugh."  We  must  wonder  as  to  why 
(his  great  difference. 

It  cannot  be  that  those  under  the 

I  are  of  the  sisters  suffer  less  pain  that 
those  under  the  care  of  the  finest  state 
physicians  and  nurses.  The  most  likely 
answer  to  the  question  is  that  the  patients 
under  the  care  of  the  sisters  have  learned 
he  Catholic  philosophy  of  suffering, 
ind  by  seeing  their  suffering  related  to 
I  "temitv  and  God’s  eternal  plan,  though 
hey  suffer  much,  they  love  even  more, 
i  nnd  by  the  grace  of  God  their  suffering 
las  been  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a  holy 
sacrifice. 

The  Catholic  philosophy  of  suffer- 
ng  teaches  the  patient  that  suffering  is 
lot  necessarily  an  evil.  A  thing  is  evil  if 
t  hinders  one  in  the  attainment  of  the 
purpose  for  which  he  exists.  Suffering 
Joes  not  necessarily  do  this.  Only  sin  is 
llways  and  necessarily  an  evil. 

Ordinary  observation  of  life  shows 
chat  suffering  may  work  in  two  ways. 
First  it  may  be  good  for  the  sufferer.  We 
know  that  a  man  who  has  never  known 
suffering  is  soft  and  undeveloped.  His 
character  lacks  substance.  Immaturity 
clings  about  him.  And  not  only  do  we 
find  that  this  minimum  of  suffering  is 
apparently  necessary  for  man’s  proper 
development.  We  also  find  that  really 
great  suffering,  if  it  has  been  dominated, 
has  the  power  of  enriching  the  character 
of  the  man  or  woman  who  has  suffered. 
Suffering,  if  it  ruins  some  characters, 
enriches  others.  It  is  not  necessarily  an 
evil,  but  may  be  an  immense  factor  for 
good.  What  it  is  to  be  depends,  for  every 
man,  on  the  way  he  accepts  it.  It  lies  in 
him  to  dominate  it  or  be  dominated  by  it. 
This  thought  of  domination  of  suf¬ 


fering  was  set  forth  by  Saint  Ambrose: 
“It  is  not  a  blessed  thing  to  be  in  the 
midst  of  suffering;  but  it  is  blessed  to  be 
victorious  over  it,  and  not  to  be  cowed 
by  the  power  of  temporal  pain.” 

Lite  should  be  viewed  as  a  period  of 
testing  and  the  suffering  that  arises  in  it 
is  a  part  of  that  test.  It  is  God  that  will 
measure  the  amount  of  suffering  neces¬ 
sary  for  a  man’s  perfection.  The  whole 
of  life  represents  God’s  means  of  bring¬ 
ing  a  soul  to  its  highest  point  of  develop¬ 
ment.  Some  suffering  is  necessary;  God 
knows  how  much  each  man  needs;  and 
it  is  by  the  suffering  that  cannot  be 
legitimately  avoided  that  God  shows  the 
measure  of  what  is  necessary. 

The  great  test  that  the  Christian 
must  meet  by  pain  and  suffering  de¬ 
mands  that  he  voluntarily  accept  the 
suffering.  To  carry  a  cross  in  itself  does 
not  sanctify.  All  men  carry  a  cross.  It  is 
the  carrying  of  the  cross  in  the  proper 
spirit  that  makes  one  holy.  The  Catholic 
philosophy  teaches  one  to  do  this.  Men 
naturally  flee  from  pain. 

Dom  Marmion  in  Christ  the  Life  of 
the  Soul  states:  “Some  souls,  even  pious 
souls,  feel  sometimes  a  certain  sense  of 
repulsion  in  hearing  the  word  penance; 
it  is  the  same  with  that  of  mortification 
which  expresses  the  same  idea.  Whence 
does  this  feeling  of  repulsion  come?  It 
ought  not  to  astonish  us,  for  it  has  a 
psychological  foundation.  Our  will 
necessarily  seeks  good  in  general,  it 
seeks  happiness,  or  that  which  seems  to 
us  to  be  such.” 

When,  however,  the  Christian  real¬ 
izes  that  this  pain  or  suffering  is  not  the 
end,  but  only  the  means  to  greater  hap¬ 
piness  even  in  this  life,  with  God’s  grace 
he  can  join  his  will  with  that  of  God’s. 
This  act  of  the  will  to  accept  what  all 
men  flee  from  is  in  itself  a  triumph. 
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A  Christian  must  know  that  the  sign 
of  his  faith  is  the  sign  of  the  cross,  and  it 
he  is  to  follow  Christ  he  must  take  up  the 
cross.  Then  too,  it  Christians  are  other 
Christs,  they  must  suffer,  tor  the  servant 
is  not  greater  than  the  master.  Lastly 
because  of  many  imperfections,  faults, 
and  sins  it  is  only  titting  that  Christians 
make  reparation  sometime,  somewhere. 
It  is  rather  the  mark  of  a  good  and  holy 
God  that  He  permits  so  many  of  His 
children  to  undergo  that  suffering  here 
on  earth.  Suffering  is  almost  the  greatest 
gift  of  God’s  love.  For  if  we  stop  to 


think,  wecan  never  be  like  Him  in  power 
or  dignity,  we  can,  however,  become 
like  Him  in  our  suffering.  In  other  words, 
by  suffering  we  become  God-like. 

This  is  the  Catholic  philosophy  of 
suffering.  Anyone  who  lives  by  it  could 
never  request  or  support  a  request  for 
euthanasia  under  any  circumstances. 
Euthanasia  has  been  proven  morally  evil. 
Yet,  it  is  necessary  to  offer  a  “wounded 
world'’  something  in  its  place,  for  one 
cannot  displace  euthanasia,  one  must 
replace  it.  It  can  be  replaced  by  the 
Catholic  philosophy  of  suffering.  ■ 


deeded: _ 

Christian  Doctors 


A  distinguished  thinker  of  the  last  century  did  not  hesitate  to  say  once,  that  he 
preferred  a  thousand  times  the  common  murderer  of  the  highways  to  the  impious 
doctor;  and  the  reason  he  gave  was,  that  there  was  some  chance  of  defending 
oneself  against  the  highwayman  and  some  hope  of  seeing  him  finally  hanged.  This 
is  rather  strong  language,  but  not  too  strong.  During  these  last  months  our  prayers 
have  been  directed  against  those  who  are  using  literature,  science,  and  the  arts,  to 
pervert  men  and  to  kill  the  life  of  faith  in  individuals  and  states.  Now  there  is  no 
denying  the  fact  that  in  the  great  conspiracy  against  God,  the  medical  faculty  is 
playing  a  great  part.  The  signs  are  multiplying  around  us  which  indicate  this.  And 
when  there  is  no  conscious  hatred  of  God,  impelling  to  a  bad  use  of  medical 
knowledge,  what  havoc  in  souls  is  not  the  consequence  of  materialistic  leanings, 
and  lax  principles  of  morality?  How  many  souls  are  hurried  into  eternity  without 
due  preparation,  how  many  men  and  women  have  learned  to  curse  the  day  in  which 
they  met  a  doctor  who  failed  to  conceive  rightly  of  his  responsibilities! 

On  the  other  hand  after  the  priesthood  itself,  what  profession  has  been  able  to 
do  so  much  for  truth  and  virtue?  It  was  not  without  reason  that  our  Divine  Lord 
called  Himself  the  Physician  of  Souls.  In  all  times  medicine  has  been  under 
obligations  to  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  She  preserved  the  mysteries  of  the 
healing  art  in  her  cloisters  in  time  of  anarchy  and  confusion.  She  inaugurated  and 
fostered  medical  teaching  in  the  great  universities,  and  she  has  at  all  times 
extended  over  it  the  aegis  of  her  protection.  Woe  to  the  world  and  woe  to  medicine 
itself,  when  it  separates  itself  from  Jesus  Christ  and  submits  no  longer  to  the  control 
and  guidance  of  religion  and  revelation. 

We  need  then  a  generation  of  Christian  doctors  who  will  be  able  by  their 
science  and  their  spirit  of  devotedness  to  make  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ 
respected,  and  so  put  a  stop  to  the  ravage  which  materialistic  and  infidel  doctors 
are  causing  in  souls.  Let  us  implore  the  Divine  Heart,  the  Great  Physician  of  Souls, 
to  grant  this  prayer  of  ours. 


Is 

CblVHIjRY 

Dead? 

Matthew  Brackett 

The  following  is  adapted  from  an  address  given  this  year  by 
a  student  of  Immaculate  Heart  of  Mary  School ,  here  in  Still  River. 
Matthew’s  high  ideals  gave  alot  of  spirit  to  the  class 


of  91,  of  which 

IS  Chivalry  really  dead  or  is  it 
maybe  just  gasping  for  air? 
Chivalry,  according  to  Webster, 
s  the  qualifications  of  a  knight,  as  brav¬ 
ery,  nobleness,  courtesy,  respect  for 
womanly  dignity  and  chastity,  etc.  A 
~ather  medieval  definition  for  a  word 
which  shouldn’t  age,  but  it  gets  the 
neaning  across.  The  body  of  this  talk 
will  be  based  upon  this  definition,  as 
well  as  on  an  article  found  in  the  “Bos¬ 
on  College  Observer”  written  by  Frank 
Medlar  on  “A  New  Scope  for  Chivalry: 
Pro-Women  /  Pro-Life.” 

In  the  definition  of  Chivalry,  four 
adjectives  are  given,  two  of  which  I  will 
grant — with  reluctance  and  avoiding 
technicalities — to  today’s  average  man; 
these  are  bravery  and  nobleness. 
(Bravery  we  might  be  able  to  see,  but 
nobleness  will  require  a  stretch  of  the 
imagination!)  However  the  other  two, 
the  more  fundamental  aspects  of  chiv¬ 
alry,  are  the  ones  definitely  lacking  in 
today’s  society.  These  are  courtesy  and 
respect  for  womanly  dignity  and  chas¬ 
tity.  Therefore,  if  the  two  fundamental 


he  was  a  member. 

Editor 

aspects  are  gone  and  the  other  two  un¬ 
certain,  we  can  in  all  probability  sadly 
conclude  that  Chivalry  has  died.  Fortu¬ 
nately  it  hasn’t  been  buried  yet,  so  there 
is  still  a  slight  glimmer  of  hope  in  the 
distance.  Before  we  come  to  a  conclusion 
let  us  look  at  the  two  points  which  are 
lacking. 

Courtesy  and  respect  for  womanly 
dignity  and  chastity  are  two  qualities 
which  were  predominant  in  the  Middle 
Ages,  in  the  days  of  strong  Catholic 
ideals  and  devotion  to  Our  Lady,  in  the 
days  of  Chivalry.  But  needless  to  say 
Chivalry  was  not  just  created  one  day  a 
few  hundred  years  ago.  A  man  didn’t 
suddenly  come  up  with  the  bright  idea 
that  we  should  be  respectful  and  cour¬ 
teous  to  women  just  for  the  sake  of  it;  it 
was  an  infused  inclination  that  man  has 
possessed  since  Adam.  “Men  need 
chivalry  to  become  better  men,”  says 
Frank  Medlar,  “Chivalry  didn't  evolve 
for  the  sake  of  helpless  women;  it 
evolved  because  without  it  men  are 
helpless  in  the  face  of  their  own  brutal¬ 
ity.”  What  is  a  true  man  without  Chiv- 
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airy?  What  is  Chivalry  without  women? 

Let  us  touch  first  on  courtesy.  I 
asked  a  woman  the  other  day  what  she 
thought  Chivalry  was,  and  she  answered 
off  the  top  of  her  head,  “Holding  the  door 
open.”  This  is  a  common  thought  ot 
many  people  today.  It  is  somewhat  sad 
that  the  great,  noble  concept  ot  Chivalry 
has  been  watered  down  and  degraded  so 
much  that  it  now  amounts  to  just  “hold¬ 
ing  the  door  open.”  Yet  even  this  weak 
concept  is  lacking,  for  how  many  teenage 
boys,  if  you  walked  into  a  public  High 
School,  would  hold  the  door  for  any  girl 
or  group  of  girls?  Of  course  holding  the 
door  is  part  of  being  chivalrous,  but  there 
is  so  much  more.  Our  society  lacks  the 
fundamentals.  Medlar  says,  “In  my  youth 
doing  it  badly  cost  me  the  opportunity  of 
doing  it  well.”  He  continues,  “Chivalry 
could  have  saved  me  years  of  conflicted 
struggle,  and  much  black  emotion. 
Standing  up  on  a  bus  or  holding  open  a 
door  as  a  mark  of  the  special  honor  of 
women,  or  just  simply  being  an  honor¬ 
able  man,  wouldn’t  have  given  much 
direction  to  my  life.  But  a  code  of  honor 
was  something  I  needed  desperately,  and 
it  is  something  that  society  now  needs 
desperately.” 

So  rather  than  just  a  perfunctory 
courtesy,  Chivalry  actually  embraces  an 
entire  code  of  honor  based  upon  this 
second  point:  respect  for  woman’s  dig¬ 
nity  and  chastity.  Courtesy  is  simply  an 
effect  of  this  second  point. 

Respect  for  womanly  dignity  and 
chastity  has  definitely  gone  out  the  win¬ 
dow.  This  is  due  beyond  every  other 
factor  to  the  total  destruction  of  recogni¬ 
tion — let  alone  devotion — to  the  Woman 
of  all  women,  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary. 
This  aspect  as  well  as  the  others  has  not 
gone  solely  because  of  men,  mind  you. 
“Women’s  Lib"  activists  have  indirectly 


pushed  the  abolishment  of  Chivalr) 
Trying  to  make  the  woman  equal  to  th 
man  is  impossible,  but  in  attempting  thi 
impossibility  all  respect  for  the  woma 
and  her  chastity  has  been  lost.  Mr.  Med 
lar  states  that  “Trying  to  set  up  a  societ 
based  on  the  denial  of  any  differenc 
between  men  and  women  is  like  trying  t< 
walk  to  the  horizon.”  Above  all  othe 
affronts  to  womanhood,  abortion,  as  wel 
as  other  life-preventatives  and  immora 
encouragement,  destroys  the  dignity  o 
women  as  ruthlessly  as  it  destroys  nev 
life.  This  supreme  selfishness  is  sec 
onded  by  the  total  lack  of  self-sacrifice  ir 
the  relation  of  husband  and  wife.  Sain 
Paul  urges  women  to  be  submissive  tc 
their  husbands,  and  husbands  to  love 
their  wives.  The  love  called  for  is  com¬ 
pletely  self-giving.  The  common  love 
nowadays  is  not  the  love  of  women,  but 
it  is  the  love  of  using  women.  Medlar 
states  things  nicely  in  this  succession  ot 
quotes:  “Men  owe  women  love  as  a  basic 
quid  pro  quo  because  men  need  the  sup¬ 
port  of  women...  I  would  suggest  that 
any  woman  who  received  total  self-giv¬ 
ing  love  from  her  beloved  would  gladly 
find  natural  authority  in  his  character,  an 
authority  that  comes  from  her  support. . . 
When  a  man  derives  his  strength  from 
the  love  of  a  woman  and  expresses  it  for 
her  or  for  a  temperate,  creative  ideal,  then 
it  is  chivalric. . .  The  true  chivalric  equa¬ 
tion  is  mutual  submission.” 

Whether  married  or  single,  humans 
are  in  an  absolute  need  of  a  code  of 
honor,  a  way  of  life  which  makes  the  re¬ 
lationship  between  man  and  woman  a 
noble  and  holy  relationship. 

We  have  always  before  us,  in  our 
minds  and  our  hearts,  the  reason  for 
Chivalry  —  God’s  ideal  of  the  perfect 
woman —  the  Virgin  Mary.  In  honoring 
women  we  honor  her.  ■ 
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Happiness 
of  the  Saints 

From  “The  City  of  God" 


WHAT  will  that  happiness  be 
where  there  will  be  no  evil, 
where  no  good  thing  will  be 
wanting,  where  we  shall  be  engaged  in 
the  praises  of  God,  Who  will  be  all 
things  to  all?  For  I  know  not  what  other 
occupation  will  be  ours  in  that  place 
where  weariness  will  be  no  more,  nor 
any  laborious  necessity.  The  Psalm  also 
gives  me  a  lesson  on  the  subject  in  the 
words:  “Blessed  are  they,  O  Lord,  who 
dwell  in  Thy  house,  they  shall  praise 
Thee  forever  and  ever.” 

The  incorruptible  body  in  its  out¬ 
ward  figure  and  inward  structure,  which 
body  we  now  see  divided  into  various 
members  according  to  our  needs,  will 
then  make  progress  in  the  praises  of 
God,  because  those  needs  will  be  no 
more,  but  happiness,  full,  certain,  se¬ 
cure,  and  everlasting  will  be  ours.  Every 
detail,  now  hidden,  connected  with 
physical  harmony  as  it  exists  inwardly 
and  outwardly  throughout  the  bodily 
structure,  of  which  details  I  have  already 
spoken,  will  not  then  be  hidden,  but 
together  with  the  other  great  and  won¬ 
derful  things  there  will  enkindle  in  ratio¬ 
nal  minds  the  praise  of  so  mighty  a 
Creator,  at  the  sight  of  the  intellectual 
beauty  thus  displayed.  I  dare  not  venture 


an  opinion  as  to  how  those  bodies  are  to 
move  about,  because  1  am  not  able  to 
form  one.  Their  movements  and  their 
rest  will  be  in  keeping  with  their  ap¬ 
pearance  itself,  for  in  that  place  no  want 
of  harmony  will  exist.  The  body  will  be 
at  hand  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the 
spirit,  nor  will  the  spirit  take  delight  in 
anything  which  is  not  becoming  to  both 
spirit  and  body. 

It  will  be  the  reign  of  true  glory, 
where  no  man  will  be  subject  to  being 
falsely  praised  or  flattered,  and  of  true 
honor,  which  will  be  denied  to  no  one 
deserving  of  it,  nor  will  any 
undeserving  man  covet  it  there,  where 
only  the  perfect  find  a  place.  It  will  be 
the  reign  of  true  peace,  because  no  man 
will  suffer  contradiction  either  from 
himself  or  from  others.  The  reward  of 
virtue  will  be  the  very  Giver  of  virtue 
Himself,  for  He,  than  Whom  nothing 
better  or  greater  can  exist,  promised 
Himself  as  its  reward.  What  else  do  the 
words  signify  which  He  spoke  through 
His  prophet,  “I  will  be  their  God  and 
they  shall  be  My  people,”  unless  it  be, 
“I  will  satisfy  their  cravings,  I  will  be 
all  those  things  which  men  may  hon¬ 
estly  desire,  life  and  health  and  food 
and  plenty,  glory,  honor,  peace,  and  all 
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good  things"?  This  also  is  the  true  in¬ 
terpretation  of  what  the  Apostle  says, 
that  God  may  be  all  things  to  all  men. 
He  will  be  the  term  of  our  desires, 
Who  will  be  seen  without  end,  loved 
without  weariness,  praised  without  fa¬ 
tigue.  This  reward,  and  this  love,  and 
this  act  of  praise  will  be  as  that  eternal 
life  itself,  common  to  all. 

For  the  rest,  who  is  capable  of 
thinking,  how  much  less  of  saying, 
what  degrees  of  honor  and  glory  will 
be  given  as  a  reward  for  merits?  There 
is  no  doubt  that  they  are  to  be  given. 
And  that  blessed  city  will  also  possess 
this  great  good,  that  no  inferior  will  be 
envious  of  any  superior  whatever,  just 
as  now  the  angels  do  not  envy  the 
archangels.  Each  will  be  as  unwilling 
to  possess  that  to  which  he  was  not 
called,  although  bound  by  the  most 
peaceable  bond  of  union  to  him  who 
has  been  so  called,  as  in  the  body  it  is 
not  for  a  finger  to  be  as  an  eye,  while 
at  the  same  time  its  compactness  as  a 
bodily  structure  embraces  both  these 
members.  Therefore  one  will  have 
some  sift  inferior  to  that  of  another, 
and  will  so  have  it  as  to  possess  the 
further  sift  of  wishing  for  nothing 

o  o  o 

more. 

Nor  will  they  be  wanting  in  free 
will  because  of  their  incapability  of 
taking  delight  in  sin.  Indeed  it  will  be 
much  freer,  delivered  as  it  will  be  from 
delight  in  sin,  even  unto  an  unswering 
delight  in  not  sinning.  For  the  first  free 
will  which  was  given  to  man  in  his 
original  state  of  righteousness  was  able 
to  resist  sin,  but  was  also  liable  to 
commit  it;  the  latter  free  will,  however, 
will  be  the  more  powerful  in  that  it 
will  be  unable  to  sin. 

This  truly  is  due  to  God’s  gift;  it  is 
not  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  for  it  is 

C' 


one  thing  to  be  God  and  another  thing 
to  participate  in  God.  By  His  nature 
God  cannot  sin;  the  participator  in  God 
receives  from  Him  the  gift  of  not  sin¬ 
ning.  But  the  degrees  of  the  divine  gift 
were  to  be  kept  in  this  way,  that  a  first 
free  will  should  be  given  to  man  by 
which  he  was  enabled  not  to  sin,  and  a 
last  free  will  by  which  he  should  be 
unable  to  sin;  the  first  was  to  be  a 
means  of  meriting,  the  second  was  to 
belong  to  the  reward.  And  because  this 
nature  used  its  liberty  of  sinning  to  sin, 
it  is  liberated  by  a  more  abundant 
grace,  that  it  may  be  led  to  that  liberty 
in  which  it  cannot  sin.  As  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  not  dying  constituted  the  first 
immortality  which  Adam  lost  by  sin, 
and  the  impossibility  of  dying  will 
constitute  the  last  immortality,  so  the 
possibility  of  not  sinning  constituted 
the  first  free  will,  and  the  impossibility 
of  sinning  will  constitute  the  latter  free 
will. 

The  will  which  loves  piety  and 
justice  will  be  as  undying  as  our  hap¬ 
piness.  By  sin  indeed  we  have  retained 
neither  piety  nor  happiness,  but  with 
our  lost  happiness  we  have  not  lost  the 
wish  for  happiness.  Because  it  is  most 
true  that  God  cannot  sin,  do  we  there¬ 
fore  deny  His  free  will?  Free  will, 
then,  in  that  eternal  city  will  be  one  in 
all  and  personal  in  each.  It  will  be  de¬ 
livered  from  all  evil,  and  filled  with  all 
good,  it  will  enjoy  without  ceasing  the 
delights  of  eternal  joys,  in  oblivion  of 
sin  and  punishment,  yet  not  so  forget¬ 
ful  of  its  own  delivery  as  not  to  be 
mindful  of  gratitude  to  its  deliverer. 

As  far,  therefore,  as  reasoning 
science  is  concerned,  knowledge  will 
then  retain  the  memory  of  past  evils, 
but,  as  far  as  the  sense  of  experience 
goes,  it  will  be  absolutely  oblivious. 
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I  or  the  most  skilful  doctor  is 
Ixquainted  with  nearly  all  diseases  of 
lie  body  as  they  are  known  to  medical 
j  jience;  but  as  they  are  experienced  by 
|  le  body,  he  is  unacquainted  with 
Iiany  which  he  has  not  himself 
mffered. 

As,  therefore,  there  is  a  double 
;  nowledge  of  evils — one  by  which 
|  ley  are  apprehended  by  the  intellect, 

|  le  other  by  which  they  are  a  matter  of 
:  ersonal  experience  (it  is  truly  one 
ling  to  have  an  acquaintance  with  all 
ices  by  the 
tudy  of  wis- 
|lom,  and  an¬ 
other  to  ac- 
|uire  this 
knowledge 
hrough a  bad 
ife);  so  there 
s  a  double 
Dblivion  of 
-vils.  An  edu- 
rated  and 
earned  man 
orgets  the 
same  thing, 
sin,  one  way, 
ind  a  man 
who  has 
earned  them  by  personal  experience  in 
mother;  the  former  forgets  by  ceasing 
o  study,  and  the  latter  by  ceasing  to 
experience  them. 

According  to  this  last  ob- 
.  ivion,  the  saints  will  not  remember 
past  evils;  for  they  will  be  so  far  re¬ 
moved  from  evils  that  the  memory  of 
them  will  be  almost  obliterated  from 
their  senses.  Still  by  that  same  intel¬ 
lectual  knowledge  which  will  be  great 
in  them,  they  will  not  only  remember 
past  things,  but  will  not  be  ignorant 


concerning  the  eternal  misery  of  the 
damned.  Otherwise  if  they  are  not  to 
know  of  their  former  misery,  how  w  ill 
they  “sing  the  mercies  of  the  Lord 
forever,”  as  the  Psalm  says? 

Truly  there  will  be  nothing  more 
joyful  in  that  eternal  city  than  this 
canticle  praising  the  grace  of  Christ,  by 
Whose  Blood  we  are  redeemed.  There 
the  Psalmist’s  words,  “Rest  and  see 
that  I  am  the  Lord,”  will  have  their 
fulfillment.  It  will  be  in  reality  that 
great  Sabbath  without  night  which  the 

Lord  extolled 
in  the  first  be¬ 
ginnings  of 
the  world, 
about  which  it 
is  written, 
“And  God 

rested  on  the 
seventh  day 
from  all  His 
work  which 
He  had  done. 
And  He 

blessed  the 
seventh  day, 
and  sanctified 
it,  because  in 
it  He  had 
rested  from  all  His  work  which  God 
created  and  made.” 

When  we  are  fed  and  supported 
with  the  fullness  of  His  blessing  and 
sanctification,  we  ourselves  shall  be 
the  seventh  day.  In  our  heavenly  rest 
we  shall  see  that  He  is  God.  We  shall 
see  that  in  falling  away  from  Him,  we 
preferred  ourselves  to  Him,  listening  to 
the  seducer’s  words,  “Ye  shall  be  like 
unto  gods,”  and  forsaking  the  true 
God,  Who  would  have  made  us  gods 
by  participation.  ■ 


Giovanni  Lanfranco 


Saint  Augustine  learns  a  lesson  from  a  child. 
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The  Reality  of 

HELL 

Fr.  Reginald  Garrigou-Lagrange,  O.P. 


Three  reasons  lead  us  to  speak  at 
length  concerning  Hell.  First,  there  is 
:oday  an  unwillingness  to  preach  on  this 
subject,  and  therefore  people  often  for¬ 
get  revealed  truth  that  is  very  salutary. 
They  do  not  give  attention  to  the  truth 
that  the  fear  of  Hell  is  the  beginning  of 
wisdom  and  the  beginning  of  conver¬ 
sion.  They  forget  that,  in  this  sense,  Hell 
lhas  saved  many  souls. 

Secondly,  there  are  in  the  world 
many  superficial  objections  to  this 
'teaching,  objections  that  seem  to  some 
believers  more  true  than  the  traditional 
answers.  Why?  Because  they  have  never 
entered  deeply  into  these  answers.  It  is 
easy  to  fasten  on  some  superficial  objec¬ 
tion,  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  clearly  a 
reply  involving  the  depths  of  soul-life  or 
the  immeasurable  height  of  God's  jus¬ 
tice.  To  understand  these  answers  we 
need  more  maturity  and  penetration. 

An  illustration.  A  priest  one  day 
asked  one  of  his  friends,  a  lawyer,  to  aid 
in  a  dialogue  conference,  by  offering 
objections  against  the  teaching  of  the 
Church  on  Hell.  The  lawyer  presented 
the  common  objections  in  a  brilliant 
fashion  under  a  popular  point  of  view 
which  captured  the  imagination.  Since 
the  priest  was  not  sufficiently  prepared. 


the  objections  seemed  to  be  stronger 
than  the  answers,  and  the  answers  them¬ 
selves  seemed  to  be  merely  verbal.  They 
did  not  capture  the  imagination,  nor  did 
they  lead  sufficiently  to  the  notions  of 
mortal  sin  without  repentance,  of  obsti¬ 
nacy,  of  the  state  of  termination,  so 
different  from  the  state  of  the  way.  Nei¬ 
ther  did  they  lead  sufficiently  to  the 
notion  of  God’s  infinite  justice.  Hence 
we  must  insist  on  all  these  points,  since 
the  dogma  about  Hell  helps  us  to  appre¬ 
ciate  by  contrast  the  value  of  salvation. 

Similarly  we  do  not  know  the  value 
of  justice  unless  we  examine  what  is 
meant  by  a  great  injustice,  actual  or 
threatened.  Our  Lord  illumined  Saint 
Teresa  on  the  beauty  of  Heaven,  but 
only  after  He  had  shown  her  the  place 
which  she  would  have  had  in  Hell  had 
she  continued  on  the  road  whereon  she 
had  already  made  some  steps. 

Hell  signifies  properly  the  state  of 
the  damned  souls,  of  demons  first,  then 
of  men  who  die  in  the  state  of  mortal  sin 
and  are  consequently  condemned  to  suf¬ 
fer  eternally.  Secondly,  it  signifies  also 
the  place  where  condemned  souls  are 
detained. 

The  existence  of  Hell  was  denied  in 
the  third  century  by  Arnobius  who,  fol- 
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lowing  the  Gnostics,  held  that  those  who 
are  reprobated  are  also  annihilated.  This 
error  was  renewed  by  the  Socinians  of 
the  sixteenth  century.  In  ancient  times, 
further,  the  Origenists,  especially  in  the 
fourth  century,  denied  the  eternity  of 
punishment  in  Hell,  because  they  held 
that  all  the 
reprobate,  an¬ 
gels  and  men, 
would  finally 
be  converted. 

This  error  was 
taken  up  again 
by  liberal 
spirits,  par- 
t  i  c  u  1  a  r  1  y 
among  the 
Protestants. 

The  rational¬ 
ists  say  the  eternity  of  suffering  is  in 
contradiction  to  the  wisdom  of  God,  to 
His  mercy,  and  to  His  justice.  They 
imagine  that  suffering  must  be  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  time  necessary  for  commit¬ 
ting  the  fault,  and  not  to  the  gravity  of  the 
perpetual  state  wherein  the  soul  finds 
itself  after  it  has  left  the  world  with 
grievous  and  unrepented  sin. 

The  Athanasian  Creed  and  many 
councils  affirm  as  a  dogma  of  faith  the 
existence  of  Hell,  the  eternity  of  punish¬ 
ment,  both  of  loss  and  of  pain,  and 
likewise  the  inequality  of  suffering  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  gravity  of  the  faults 
committed  and  left  unrepented. 

Let  us  first  see  what  Holy  Scripture 
itself  teaches  on  this  point. 

The  Latin  word  infernum  (hell) 
comes  from  inf  emus ,  and  signifies  dark 
places  beneath  the  earth.  In  the  Old 
Testament  the  corresponding  term ,sheol, 
signifies  the  place  of  the  dead  in  general, 
good  or  bad.  We  are  not  surprised  at  this, 
since  before  the  ascension  of  Jesus  Christ 


no  soul  could  enter  Heaven.  In  this  same 
sense  we  speak  of  the  descent  of  Jesuj 
into  Hell.  But  in  the  New  Testament  the 
Hell  of  the  damned  is  often  callec 
Gehenna,  which  signifies  the  Valley  ol 
Hinnom,  a  ravine  to  the  south  of  Jerusa 
lem  where  people  were  accustomed  tc 

dump  refuse 
and  ever 
corpses 
Fires  bumec 
there  almosi 
continually 
to  consume 
trash.  Hence 
the  word,  af¬ 
ter  Isaias, 
came  to  ex¬ 
press  the  real 
Hell:  Hell 
which  lasts  forever,  a  worm  which  will 
not  die,  a  fire  which  cannot  be  quenched. 

Hell  in  the  Old  Testament 

In  a  learned  article  on  Hell,  M. 
Richard,  has  made  a  deep  study  of  those 
texts  of  the  Old  Testament  which  prove 
the  existence  of  Hell  in  the  strict  sense. 
Before  the  time  of  the  prophets,  he  notes, 
the  condition  of  the  wicked  after  death 
remained  very  obscure  although 
ultramundane  sanctions  are  often  af¬ 
firmed.  For  example,  by  Ecclesiastes: 
“Fear  God  and  keep  His  commandments, 
for  this  is  all  man.”  “For  all  these  God 
will  bring  thee  into  judgment.” 

To  the  great  prophets  God  began  to 
show  clear  perspectives  of  the  future 
life.  We  have  already  cited  some  of 
these  texts  when  speaking  of  the  Last 
Judgment.  Isaias  lays  open  a  great  pro¬ 
phetic  vision  of  the  world  beyond.  It  is 
the  restoration  of  Israel  for  all  eteniitv, 
with  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth.  “All 
flesh  shall  come  to  adore  before  My 


The  fear  of  Hell  is  the 
beginning  of  wisdom 
and  the  beginning  of 
conversion. ...In  this 
sense,  Hell  has  saved 
many  souls. 
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face,  says  the  Lord,  and  they  shall  go  out 
and  see  the  carcasses  of  the  men  that 
have  transgressed  against  Me.  Their 
worm  shall  not  die  and  their  fire  shall  not 
be  quenched,  and  they  shall  be  a  loath¬ 
some  sight  to  all  flesh."  All  commenta¬ 
tors  see  in  this  text  an  affirmation  of  the 
last  judgement,  and  under  a  symbolic 
form  that  of  eternal  Hell.  This  last  text  is 
cited  in  Saint  Mark  by  Jesus  Himself, 
and  in  Saint  Luke  by  Saint  John  the 
Baptist. 

Daniel  says  more  clearly:  “Many  of 
those  that  sleep  in  the  dust  of  the  earth 
shall  awake,  some  unto  life  everlasting, 
and  others  unto  reproach,  to  see  it  al¬ 
ways."  Thus  the  Old  Testament,  for  the 
first  time,  declares  the  resurrection  of 
sinners  to  meet  a  judgment  of  condem¬ 
nation. 

The  Book  of  Wisdom,  after  de¬ 
scribing  the  sufferings  reserved  to  the 
wicked  after  death,  continues:  The  just 
shall  live  for  evermore.  (5, 1 6)  It  adds:  “For 
to  him  that  is  little  mercy  is  granted,  but 
the  mighty  shall  be  mightily  tormented." 
It  says  of  the  wicked  one:  “He  returns  to 
the  same  out  of  which  he  was  taken, 
when  his  life  which  was  lent  him  shall  be 
called  for  again." 

Ecclesiasticus  speaks  in  the  same 
sense:  “Humble  thy  spirit  very  much, 
for  the  vengeance  of  the  flesh  of  the 
ungodly  is  fire  and  worms."  In  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Book  of  Machabees  we  read  that  the 
seven  brothers,  martyrs,  were  sustained 
in  their  sufferings  by  the  thought  of 
eternal  life.  They  said  to  their  judge: 
“The  King  of  the  world  will  raise  us  up 
...  in  the  resurrection  of  eternal  life;  ... 
but  thou  by  the  judgment  of  God  shah 
receive  just  punishment  for  thy  pride." 

All  these  texts  of  the  Old  Testament 
speak  of  Hell  in  the  proper  sense.  Many 
of  them  affirm  the  inequality  of  punish¬ 


ment  proportioned  to  the  gravity  of  the 
faults  committed  and  unrepented. 

Hell  in  the  New  Testament 

The  Precursor  said  to  those  who 
were  guilty:  You  brood  of  vipers,  who 
has  shown  you  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come  ?  Bring  forth  therefore  fruit  wor¬ 
thy  of  penance.  Again:  There  shall  come 
one  mightier  than  I,  ...  whose  fan  is  in 
His  hand,  and  He  will  purge  His  floor 
and  will  gather  the  wheat  into  His  barn, 
but  the  chaff  He  will  burn  with 
unquenchable  fire. (Luke  3:7,17) 

Jesus  announces  simultaneously  the 
eternal  salvation  for  the  good  and 
Gehenna  for  the  wicked.  He  begins  by 
exhorting  to  penance.  The  scribes  say  of 
Him:  “By  the  prince  of  devils  He  casts 
out  devils."  His  reply  is:  “All  sins  shall 
be  forgiven  unto  the  sons  of  men,  and  the 
blasphemies  wherewith  they  shall  blas¬ 
pheme.  But  he  that  shall  blaspheme 
against  the  Holy  Ghost  shall  never  have 
forgiveness,  but  shall  be  guilty  of  an 
everlasting  sin."  Jesus  commands  fra¬ 
ternal  charity,  and  the  avoidance  of 
luxury  and  lust  lest  the  body  be  cast  into 
eternal  fire.  At  Caphamaum,  after  ad¬ 
miring  the  faith  of  the  centurion,  Jesus 
announces  the  conversion  of  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  whereas  certain  Jews  remain  unbe¬ 
lieving  and  obstinate:  They  shall  be  cast 
out  into  the  exterior  darkness;  there 
shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of 
teeth. ( Luke  13,28) 

Jesus  warns  the  apostles  against  the 
fear  of  martyrdom,  saying:  Fear  not  them 
that  kill  the  body  and  are  not  able  to  kill 
the  soul;  but  rather  fear  Him  that  can 
destroy  both  soul  and  body  in  Hell.( Matt. 
10,28)  All  this  doctrine  is  summed  up  by 
Saint  Mark:  If  thy  hand  scandalize  thee, 
cut  if  off;  it  is  better  for  thee  to  enter  into 
life  maimed,  than  having  two  hands  to 
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go  into  Hell ,  into  unquenchable  fire , 
where  their  worm  dies  not,  and  the  fire 
is  not  extinguished.  (9;42,48)  The  doc¬ 
trine  is  taught  also  in  the  parables,  that  ot 
the  cockle,  that  of  the  royal  marriage, 
that  of  the  wise  and  foolish  virgins,  that 
of  the  talents. 

The  same  doctrine  we  find  in  the 
maledictions  addressed  to  the  hypocriti¬ 
cal  Pharisees:  "Woe  to  you,  scribes  and 
Pharisees,  hypocrites,  ...  blind  guides, 
...  you  are  like  to  whited  sepulchers, 
which  ...  are  full  of  ...  all  filthiness;  ... 
you  serpents,  generation  of  vipers,  how 
will  you  flee  from  the  judgment  of  hell  ?" 
Jesus  speaks  still  more  clearly  in  the 
discourse  on  the  end  of  the  world  and  the 
last  judgment:  "Then  shall  the  King  say 
to  them  that  shall  be  on  His  right  hand: 
Come  ye  blessed  of  My  Father,  . . .  for  I 


but  the  just  into  life  everlasting.'1  Such  i 
the  last  sentence,  without  appeal,  an 
without  end.  The  word  “eternal"  in  re 
gard  to  fire  is  used  in  its  proper  sense 
because  it  is  opposed  to  eternal  life.  Th 
parallelism  in  the  two  instances  show 
that  “eternal"  is  used  in  the  proper  sens< 
of  the  word. 

The  Gospel  of  Saint  John  speak 
repeatedly  of  the  opposition  betweei 
eternal  life  and  eternal  loss.  He  that  be 
lieves  not  the  Son  shall  not  see  life.i 3;36 
To  the  obstinate  Pharisees  Jesus  says 
“You  shall  die  in  your  sin.  Whither  1  go 
you  cannot  come."  “Whosoever  com 
mits  sin  is  the  servant  of  sin.  Now  the 
servant  abides  not  in  the  house  forever 
but  the  son  abides  forever."  “If  anyone 
abides  not  in  Me,  he  shall  be  cast  forth  a;- 
a  branch  and  shall  wither;  and  they  shall 


The  Athanasian  Creed  and  many 
councils  affirm  as  a  dogma  of  faith  the 
existence  of  Hell,  the  eternity  of 
punishment,  both  of  loss  and  of  pain, 
and  likewise  the  inequality  of  suffering 
proportioned  to  the  gravity  of  the  faults 
committed  and  left  unrepented. 


was  hungry,  and  you  gave  Me  to  eat.  . . . 
Then  He  shall  say  to  them  also  that  shall 
be  on  His  left  hand:  Depart  from  Me, 
you  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire,  which 
was  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  an¬ 
gels.  For  I  was  hungry  and  you  gave  Me 
not  to  eat:  I  was  thirsty  ...  I  was  a 
stranger  . . .  naked  . . .  sick  and  in  prison, 
and  you  did  not  visit  Me.  ...And  these 
shall  go  into  everlasting  punishment, 


gather  him  up  and  cast  him  into  the  fire, 
and  he  bums." 

The  epistles  of  Saint  Paul,  too,  an¬ 
nounce  to  the  just  souls  eternal  life  and 
to  the  obstinate  in  evil  eternal  death. 
“Those  who  do  the  works  of  the  flesh 
shall  not  enter  the  kingdom  of  God." 
These  are  those  who  perish.  There  are 
two  irreconcilable  cities,  that  of  Christ 
and  that  of  Belial.  These  are  those  who 
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are  condemned  forever.  We  read  in  the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews:  It  is  a  fearful 
thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living 
God  a  10:3 1 )  Saint  Peter  announces  to  the 
false  prophets  that  they  are  going  to 
eternal  loss.  The  Epistle  of  Saint  Jude 
speaks  of  eternal  chains.  The  Epistle  of 
Saint  James  threatens  judgment  without 
mercy  on  him  who  does  not  do  mercy. 
Wicked  men,  without  heart  for  the  poor, 
amass  treasures  of  anger  for  the  last  day. 

Lastly,  the  Apocalypse  contrasts  the 
victory  of  Christ  in  the  heavenly  Jerusa¬ 
lem  with  the  damnation  of  all  those  who 
will  be  thrown  into  the  abyss  of  fire  and 
sulphur.  This  eternal  damnation  is  called 
second  death.  It  is  the  privation  of  divine 
life,  of  the  vision  of  God,  in  a  place  of 
eternal  punishment,  where  those  will  be 
tormented  by  fire  who  wear  the  sign  of 
the  beast,  and  hence  are  excluded  from 
the  book  of  life. 

This  is  the  doctrine  already  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  great  prophets  and  in 
particular  by  Isaias.  From  the  time  of 
these  prophets  to  the  Apocalypse  the 
revelation  about  eternal  hellfire  never 
ceased  to  become  more  precise.  Among 
these  punishments  we  find  those  of  loss, 
of  fire,  of  inequality  in  pain,  of  eternal 
duration.  Mortal  sin  unrepented  has  left 
the  soul  in  a  habitual  state  of  rebellion 
against  an  infinite  good. 

Hell  in  Tradition 

We  must  be  brief  on  the  testimony  of 
tradition.  Before  the  third  century,  be¬ 
fore  the  controversy  with  the  Origenists, 
the  Fathers  teach  the  existence  and  the 
eternity  of  the  pains  of  Hell .  The  martyrs 
often  say  they  do  not  fear  temporal  fire, 
but  only  the  eternal  fire. 

From  the  third  century  to  the  fifth 


“All  things  that 
are  done, 
God  will  bring 
into  judgment 
for  every  error, 
whether  it  be 
good  or  evil.” 

Eccles.  12,14 


most  of  the  Fathers  combat  the  error  of 
the  Origenists  on  the  non-eternity  of  the 
pains  of  Hell.  Among  them  we  may  cite 
particularly  Saint  Methodius,  Saint  Cyril 
of  Jerusalem,  Saint  Epiphanius,  Saint 
Basil,  Saint  Chrysostom,  Saint  Ephrem, 
Saint  Cyprian,  Saint  Jerome,  and  espe¬ 
cially  Saint  Augustine.  In  the  mind  of  all 
these  Fathers  the  affirmation  of  the  final 
conversion  of  demons  and  of  reprobated 
man  is  contrary  to  revelation.  In  their 
minds  a  converted  demon  is  an  impossi¬ 
bility.  The  same  holds  good  of  a  con¬ 
demned  soul.  In  the  fifth  century  the 
controversy  ended  with  the  condemna¬ 
tion  of  this  error  of  Origen  at  the  synod 
of  Constantinople,  confirmed  by  Pope 
Vigilius.  The  Fathers  often  cite  the  words 
of  Isaias,  recalled  by  Jesus:  “Their  worm 
dies  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  extinguished." 
The  Origenist  controversy  served  to 
make  precise  the  meaning  of  these  words 
of  the  Gospel.  Saint  Augustine  in  par¬ 
ticular  shows  that  the  word  “eternal"  is 
not  to  be  taken  here  in  a  wide  sense, 
because  of  its  opposition  to  “eternal 
life”  where  the  word  “eternal”  is  used  in 
the  proper  sense  of  the  word.  I 
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Iii  days 
gone  by  the 
Church 
promoted 
ceremonies 
like  this  to 
renew  the 
devotion  oftli 
Faithful. 


Everyone  agreed  that 
this  year’s  May  Procession 
could  not  have  been 
better.  It  began  with  a 
traditional  Latin  Mass  and 
climaxed  with  solemn 
Benediction  of  the 
Blessed  Sacrament.  Three 
statues  of  Our  Lady  were 
crowned  amid  singing  of 
May  hymns  and  the 
recitation  of  the  Rosary. 


n 


hat 's 

Next  ? 


Michael  Di  Verdi 


This  year’s  guest  speaker  for  the  Commencement  Exercises  of  the 
Center’s  Immaculate  Heart  of  Mary  School  was  Mr.  Michael  DiVerdi.  A 
■long-time  friend  of  the  Center ,  Mike  and  his  wife,  Gail,  have  seven  of 
itheir  ten  children  enrolled  here.  The  other  three  are  pre-school  age.  His 
advice  was  well  received  and  we  believe  that,  whether  you  are  in  school 
.or  out,  you  too  will  enjoy  his  comments  and  personal  experiences. 

Editor 


WHEN  I  was  first  asked  to  give 
a  speech  for  this  graduation  I 
didn’t  think  that  the  graduat¬ 
ing  seniors  would  want  to  suffer  through 
hearing  me,  a  parent,  giving  them  advice 
about  their  future.  After  all,  parents  don’t 
know  anything  about  anything.  At  least 
that’s  what  I  thought  about  my  parents 
when  I  graduated  from  high 
•school.  Then  I  remembered, 
iit’sjust  your  own  parents  who 
don't  know  anything.  Other 
.children’s  parents  are  okay 
and  sometimes  can  even  be 
'"cool”. 

Once  I  convinced  myself 
that  the  seniors  might  not  ob¬ 
ject  too  much  if  I  spoke  at 
their  graduation,  I  had  to  de- 
« cide  what  I  should  talk  about. 

After  drawing  a  blank,  I  ap¬ 


proached  the  seniors  and  asked  them 
what  they  would  like  me  to  talk  about. 
They  said  that  they  wanted  me  to  tell 
them  how  to  be  successful. 

Now  I  knew  I  was  in  trouble.  I'd 
have  to  go  to  the  text  books  to  find  the 
answer  to  that  question.  It  occurred  to 
me  that  I  didn't  even  know  the  meaning 


Our  Lady  of  Czestochowa 


of  the  word  success.  I  wasn't  sure  I  knew 
the  actual  meaning  for  the  word  gradu¬ 
ate.  So  what  book  should  I  start  with? 
You  guessed  it,  the  dictionary! 

I  discovered  that  the  word  graduate 
comes  from  the  Latin  word gradus  which 
means  a  step.  The  word  succeed  means 
to  attain  a  desired  end  or  goal.  From  this 
you  can  see  that  you  seniors  have  already 
achieved  a  measure  of  success.  One  of 
your  goals  in  life  was  to  graduate  from 
high  school  and  you  have  successfully 
attained  that  goal.  This  first  step  through 
life  has  spanned  a  distance  from  infancy 
to  young  adulthood.  The  next  step  that 
you  take  should  be  made  only  after  much 
deliberation  and  prayer,  for  it  will  take 
you  from  where  you  are  today  all  the 
way  to  eternity. 

Too  many  high  school  graduates 
rush  headlong  into  adult  life  without 

cr 

having  the  slightest  idea  of  where  they 
are  going. 

I'm  speaking  from  both  business 
and  personal  experience  when  I  say  this. 
One  of  my  job  functions  at  work  is  to 
interview  new  applicants.  I've  inter¬ 
viewed  thousands  of  people.  During  an 
interview,  I  always  ask  people  to  ex¬ 
plain  to  me  the  events  in  their  lives  after 
high  school  that  led  them  to  my  door. 
Then  I  ask  them  what  they  want  to  be 
doing  five  years  from  now.  Guess  what? 
Most  of  these  people  can't  give  me  an 
answer.  They  don't  know  where  they 
have  been  or  where  they  are  going.  They 
are  lost! 

When  I  graduated  from  high  school, 
I  was  just  like  those  people  I  interview 
now.  I  didn't  have  a  clue  to  what  my 
purpose  for  existence  was.  I  went  to 
college  because  everyone  said  I  needed 
to  in  order  to  get  a  good  job.  I  was 
restlessly  searching  for  something  but  I 
didn't  know  what  it  was.  Eventually,  the 


search  led  me  to  Saint  Benedict  Center 
and  back  to  the  Faith.  It  was  then  that  I 
realized  that  my  main  goal  in  life  was  to 
save  my  soul.  My  eyes  were  opened  and 
I  began  developing  a  plan  for  success. 

Y ou  graduating  seniors  of  Immacu¬ 
late  Heart  of  Mary  have  an  advantage 
that  I  didn't  have  and  that  almost  all  of 
the  other  seniors  graduating  across  the 
country  today  don't  have.  You  have  a 
firm  understanding  of  your  purpose  for 
existence.  The  sisters  taught  you  at  an 
early  age  that  you  were  created  to  know, 
love,  and  serve  God  in  this  world  so  as  to 
be  happy  with  Him  in  Heaven.  You  have 
learned  this  lesson  and  have  made  it  a 
way  of  life,  but  for  the  great  multitude  of 
less  fortunate  graduating  seniors  this 
lesson  would  be  a  welcome  revelation. 
Lacking  this  knowledge  they  feel  life 
has  no  purpose,  they  are  anguished  by 
the  pointlessness  of  life  and  seek  escape 
in  alcohol,  drugs,  and  suicide. 

You  have  a  strong  foundation  to 
build  upon  when  you  are  considering 
what  course  your  life  will  take.  Will  you 
be  a  religious?  Will  you  be  married? 
Will  you  remain  single?  What  will  be 
your  life's  work?  These  and  many  other 
questions,  I'm  sure,  have  entered  your 
mind.  Only  God  knows  how  you  may 
serve  Him  best,  so  to  find  the  answers 
you  must  petition  Him  for  His  help.  He 
won't  answer  your  prayers  in  a  booming 
voice  thundering  down  from  Heaven: 
but  in  a  subtle  way  the  events  shaping 
your  life  will  begin  to  take  place.  All  that 
He  asks  is  that  you  do  everything  for 
Him  and  that  you  do  everything  to  the 
best  of  your  ability  while  always  pro¬ 
gressing  towards  your  goal  of  salvation. 

Once  I  began  offering  everything  I 
did  and  experienced  up  to  God,  my  atti¬ 
tude  towards  life  improved  automati¬ 
cally.  I  asked  for  His  help  in  everything 
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;|  ittempted.  I  found  myself  trying  harder 

I nd  accomplishing  more.  1  realized  that 
I  did  the  things  that  1  disliked  doing 
neerfully  they  would  have  more  merit 
(  an  the  things  1  enjoyed  doing.  1  have 
j  ‘en  successful  in  my  career  at  UPS 
I  ‘cause  I  apply  this  positive  attitude  in 
t  .  er\  task  that  1  am  asked  to  perform  no 
(]  atter  how  distasteful  it  may  be  to  me. 
My  first  job  at  UPS  was  a  tempo- 
ry  driver's  job.  I  was  competing  with 
|  jout  30  other  drivers  for  one  permanent 

Iosition  with  the  company.  But  1  was 
infident  that  if  I  tried  my  best,  and  it 
as  God's  will,  with  His  help,  1  would 
j  successful  in  getting  that  permanent 
jsition.  It  was  in  the  freezing  cold  of 
inter  and  the  work  was  stressful  and 
thysically  demanding.  1  began  each  work 
ay  by  asking  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual 
kelp  to  send  me  the  graces  to  help  me 
et  the  job  done  and  just  before  I  reached 
le  beginning  of  my  delivery  area  I 
sked  for  Saint  Rose  of  Lima's  interces- 
on  as  I  passed  the  church  bearing  her 
ante.  Time  went  by  quickly  and  with 
teir  help  I  got  that  permanent  position. 

My  sixth  child  was  bom  two  months 
iter  and  out  of  gratitude  to  Our  Lady 
nd  Saint  Rose  we  named  her  Rosemarie. 

Getting  the  job  at  UPS  was  my  first 
oal  in  establishing  a  career  with  the 
ompany.  But  to  develop  a  career  you 
lust  be  constantly  striving  to  improve 
ourself  with  more  aggressive  goals, 
ou  should  develop  a  habit  of  viewing 
ourself  and  your  accomplishments  with 
constructively  critical  eye.  For  ex- 
mple,  when  I  was  a  driver,  I  always 
ooked  for  more  efficient  ways  to  get  the 
jb  done.  When  I  became  a  training 
upervisor,  I  reviewed  each  training  ses- 
ion  to  try  to  discover  what  I  might  have 
iione  better  to  help  the  trainee  learn  his 
new  job.  When  1  managed  a  production 


area,  I  concentrated  my  attention  on 
things  that  needed  to  be  improved.  Now 
that  I’m  in  the  human  resources  de¬ 
partment,  1  continually  educate  myself 
so  that  1  may  better  serve  my  fellow 
employees. 

1  believe  that  if  you  ever  get  to  the 
point  that  you  stop  striving  to  improve 
yourself  because  you  feel  satisfied  with 
what  you  have  accomplished,  all  that 
you  have  gained  will  begin  to  wane. 
Like  many  companies,  UPS  promotes 
their  better  employees  to  management 
positions.  Once  a  person  becomes  a 
manager,  he  can  continue  to  advance  up 
the  corporate  ladder  as  far  as  his  ability 
and  ambition  will  take  him.  The  com¬ 
pany  even  provides  for  tuition  reim¬ 
bursement  for  those  who  may  need  to 
gain  more  classroom  knowledge  to  im¬ 
prove  themselves.  I  have  seen  many 
managers  apply  themselves  and  move 
quite  quickly  up  the  ladder.  Some  of 
those  same  managers,  however,  once 
they  reached  a  certain  level,  became 
satisfied  with  past  accomplishments. 
They  stopped  trying  to  improve  them¬ 
selves  and  as  a  result  their  productivity 
suffered.  In  time,  they  lost  their  positions 
with  the  company.  You  graduates  can 
learn  a  valuable  lesson  from  this  that 
will  apply  to  whatever  state  of  life  you 
may  choose.  Y ou  should  constantly  strive 
for  perfection  in  everything  you  do.  Y ou 
can  never  let  up.  You  must  continue  to 
improve  yourself  until  your  dying  day. 
To  illustrate  this  point:  can  you  imagine 
what  would  happen  if  you  decided  that 
you  were  holy  enough,  that  you  didn't 
need  to  receive  the  sacraments  any  more? 
How  long  would  it  be  before  Satan  would 
claim  your  soul? 

The  final  element  necessary  for 
success  is  to  have  measurable,  short¬ 
term  goals.  You  need  to  have  a  way  of 
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gauging  how  well  you  are  progressing 
through  your  plan  for  success.  While 
you  were  in  school,  you  were  constantly 
informed  about  your  progress  when  you 
reviewed  your  quizzes,  tests,  and  report 
cards.  Outside  of  school  your  progress  is 
not  so  easy  to  monitor.  But  the  fruits  of 
your  labor  will  manifest  themselves  in 
various  recognizable  ways.  You  will 
learn  to  know  what  to  look  for  and  you 
must  be  ready  to  make  adjustments  when 
life  throws  you  a  curve  ball.  At  work  we 
determine  what  out  goals  are  for  the 
year.  Then  we  break  those  down  into 
smaller  monthly,  weekly  and  daily 
goals.  By  attaining  the  smaller  daily 
and  weekly  goals,  we  get  closer  and 
closer  to  accomplishing  our  major 
goals  for  the  year.  You  should  apply 
this  same  concept  of  goal-setting  to  any¬ 


thing  you  think  is  worth  accomplishing 

Now  I  will  review  some  of  thes( 
elements  for  success.  First,  you  mus 
keep  the  goal  of  salvation  uppermost  ir 
your  mind.  Secondly,  you  must  pray  foi 
God's  assistance  in  choosing  your  state 
of  life.  Thirdly,  you  must  offer  up  all  that 
you  do  and  experience  for  the  greatei 
glory  of  God.  Fourthly,  you  must  strive 
for  perfection  in  everything  you  do 
Finally,  you  should  establish  measurable 
short  term  goals  to  help  you  gauge  youi 
progress. 

Your  lives  will  probably  have  theii 
share  of  difficulties  and  hardships  but  if 
you  remain  focused  on  your  goals,  while 
applying  this  simple  formula,  your 
success  in  this  life,  and  especially  in 
eternity,  will  be  assured. 


The  Influence  of  Pictures 

A  room  with  good  pictures  in  it,  and  a  room  without  such 
pictures,  differ  as  much  as  a  room  with  windows  and  one 
without  these  necessities.  Pictures,  and  I  mean  only  good,  pure 
pictures,  are  consolers  of  loneliness,  and  a  relief  to  the  troubled 
mind.  They  are  windows  to  the  imprisoned  heart-books,  histo¬ 
ries,  sermons,  which  we  can  read  without  the  trouble  of  turning 
over  the  leaves  or  straining  the  eyes.  They  make  up  for  the  want 
of  many  other  enjoyments  to  those  whose  life  is  mostly  passed 
amid  the  smoke  and  din,  the  bustle  and  noise  of  a  large  city. 
Pictures  of  Our  Lord,  His  Holy  Mother,  and  His  Saints,  inspire 
us,  give  us  courage,  and  induce  us  to  bear  our  cross  with 
Christian  resignation. 
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Virgin 

Most  Powerful 

Fr.  Abram  Ryan 


Heaven  is  a  place  of  rest,  —  but 
i  leaven  is  also  a  place  of  work.  Its  rest 
I  oes  not  mean  idleness.  God  rests  but 
ot  in  the  sense  of  doing  nothing.  He  is 
I  lways  at  work  and  always  in  rest.  His 
rand  Omnipotence,  in  this  very 
linute,  is  governing  and  preserving 
le  world  already  made.  But  His 
i  cork  is  effortless.  He  wills  be- 
ause  He  wills  and  it  is  done, 
he  Angels  are  in  the  rapture  of 
est.  And  yet  are  they  not  “min- 
stering  spirits?”  Does  not  min- 
stering  mean  working? 

The  souls  of  the  just  are  at 
est,  but  in  Heaven  do  they  not 
nake  constant  supplication  for 
ls?  Is  not  supplication  work? 
esus  Christ  throned  at  His 
Other’s  right  hand  is  in  the  glory 
*f  rest  and  yet  this  very  moment 
s  He  not  governing  His  Holy 
rhurch  and  through  her  applying 
o  the  children  of  men  the  merits 
'if  Redemption?  And  is  not  that 
werlasting  work? 

While  every  day  in  Heaven 
s  a  day  of  rest,  Heaven  has  no 
vorkless  days.  Just  as  the  sun 
und  the  stars,  by  laws  appointed 
unto  them,  work  down  through 


the  great  distances,  on  our  earth  with 
their  influences,  so  the  heavens  of 
Glory,  where  all  is  rest,  are  forever 
shedding  their  influences  on  the 
Church  of  Christ. 

There  is  a  law  of  communion  of 
sun  and  stars  by  which  each  affects  the 
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other.  So  there  is  a  higher,  spiritual  law 
of  which  nature’s  law  is  but  a  type:“the 
communion  of  saints.”  What  does  it 
mean?  Is  it  only  a  pretty  poetic  phrase? 
It  is  written  in  the  Apostles'  Creed.  It 
is  a  living  dogma  and  every  dogma  is  a 
poem  of  God’s  infinite  love. 

But  what  does  it  mean?  “There  is 
but  one  Mediator,  —  Jesus  Christ.”  Is 
not  His  mediatorship  sufficient?  Yes 
indeed  —  and  over-sufficient.  Is  not 
His  infinite  love,  which  is  the  heart  of 
His  infinite  omnipotent  power,  which 
is  the  hand  to  make  His  work  of  grace 
full  and  perfect,  sufficient  of  itself? 

Yes —  and  more  than  sufficient. 
Does  He  need  helpers  to  assist  Him 
down  here  in  the  Kingdom  of  Sancti¬ 
fication? 

No.  He  alone,  of  Himself,  is  suf¬ 
ficient  for  His  work.  And  yet,  never- 
th  eless,  He  does  not  do  the  work  by 
Himself  alone.  That  work  is  the  work 
of  His  own  Will.  But  He  has  willed 
that  the  activities  of  all  the  Redeemed 
in  Heaven  and  on  earth  should  have 
part  and  force  and  power  (finite  of 
course)  in  the  great  Act  of  Redemp¬ 
tion.  And  more  that  that.  He  brings 
into  His  service  and  to  His  assistance 
in  the  accomplishment  of  His  work  the 
material  creation  itself.  He  summons 
the  element  of  water  not  only  to  be  a 
mere  sign,  but  to  be  the  essential  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism; 
chrism  for  Confirmation;  wheat  and 
wine  for  the  Eucharist;  oil  for  Extreme 
Unction. 

Words  of  human  speech  by  Him¬ 
self  chosen  are  to  constitute  the  form 
of  His  sacraments.  And  words  of  hu¬ 
man  speech  written  in  the  Scriptures, 
or  spoken  by  Authority,  are  His  earthly 
auxiliaries  in  the  battles  and  victories 
of  Faith.  He  might  have  done  without 


such  alliance  with  powers  so  weak  and 
things  so  lowly,  but  He  did  not. 

He  did  as  He  willed;  and  His  will 
was  and  is  that  creatures  and  creation 
should  help  Him  in  the  consummation 
of  His  work  of  Mercy.  Thus  creation 
helps  to  redeem  itself.  Thus  creatures 
of  a  sinful  race  assist  in  repairing  and 
rebuilding  the  fallen  Temple  of  origi¬ 
nal  grace.  Thus  Priests,  Bishops,  Popes 
are  intermediaries  between  man  and 
man’s  Mediator.  Thus  outside  of  our 
Holy  Church  the  Bible  as  read  by  each, 
or  preached  even  by  self-appointed  and 
commissionless  teachers  is  an  inter¬ 
mediary  between  the  human  mind  and 
the  Mediator.  The  priests  form  the 
House  of  Christ’s  Representatives 
chosen  by  God  and  by  Holy  Church 
ordained,  and  they  stand  nearest  to  the 
People  of  Christ.  The  Bishops  form  the 
Senate  in  the  Commonwealth  of  the 
Faithful.  The  Roman  Pontiff  is  Su¬ 
preme  Head  of  the  Church,  possessing 
sovereign  power  in  the  realms  of  re¬ 
vealed  truth,  a  power  guarded  from 
every  danger  of  abuse  by  the  preroga¬ 
tive  of  official  infallibility. 

Christ  Himself,  visibly  and  per¬ 
sonally  has  done  His  last  work  and 
said  His  last  word  in  this  world.  He 
works  through  others  on  earth.  So  in 
Heaven  the  kingdom  of  glory  where 
He  makes  infinite  mediation  for  us, 
Christ  also  works  through  others.  He 
works  through  the  choirs  of  the  angels. 
He  works  through  the  souls  of  the 
saints.  Through  their  prayers  and  sup¬ 
plications  in  the  home  of  glory  He 
works  in  the  kingdom  of  grace  here 
below. 

But  above  them  all  reigns  Mary, 
Heaven's  Queen  and  earth's  Mother.  It 
Christ  gave  to  His  Apostles  “all  power 
in  Heaven  and  on  earth,”  is  not  His 
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lother  greater?  Are  not  her  preroga- 
ves  higher?  Has  she  not  power  next 
)  the  very  Omnipotence  of  God?  Did 
fie  lose  that  power  on  the  day  of  her 
coronation?  Was  it  not  made  greater 
le  hour  she  was  crowned  Heaven’s 
Dueen?  Has  God  taken  away  her 
:  ights?  When  He  crowned  her  did  He 
I  ot  confirm  them?  Next  to  her  Divine 
,  Iotherhood  is  it  not  her  greatest  glory 
i  3  be  the  mediatrix  of  sinners? 

While  on  earth  did  she  not  love 
iod  more  than  all  created  beings  ever 
I  id  or  will  or  could  love  Him?  And 
i  ow  in  Heaven  has  not  her  love  for 
lim  immeasurably  increased?  Did  she 
ot  love  man,  while  on  earth,  more 
than  man  could  ever  be  loved  except 
;  »y  God  Himself?  Is  not  her  power 
qual  to  her  love?  And  who  will  draw, 
nd  where,  the  line  that  limits  her 
I  ove? 

It  cannot  be  drawn  save  to  say 
*nly  that  it  is  not  infinite.  Love  and 
i°ower,  superior  to  all  Loves  and 
°owers,  inferior  only  to  God’s.  Let  the 
iens  of  glorious  saints  and  not  my  pen, 

I  l.  poor  sinner’s,  write  of  her  power. 

Saint  Peter  Damian  writes  that  all 
lower  is  given  to  Mary  in  Heaven  and 
ipon  earth  as  even  Christ  the  Almighty 
s  subject  to  her  since  she  herself  gave 
into  Him  a  Power  which  He  had  not 
eceived  from  God  the  Father,  the 
lower  to  die  and  redeem  sinners  with 
-lis  Precious  Blood.  Saint  Bernard, 
vhose  devotion  to  the  Blessed  Virgin 
s  one  of  the  most  striking  traits  of  his 
wonderful  life,  preaching  on  the  Feast 
)f  her  Nativity,  says  that  God  has 
ilaced  expressly  in  Mary  the  plenitude 
3f  every  good,  that  we  may  be  obliged 
o  receive  every  gift  from  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  hers,  and  that  if  for  us  there 
ie  any  hope  of  salvation,  any  grace  of 


Redemption,  any  right  to  eternal  glory 
we  must  recognize  that  all  these  things 
come  to  us  from  the  Saviour  through 
her. 

Saint  Bernardine  of  Siena  writes: 
“From  the  time  in  which  the  Virgin 
Mary  conceived  in  her  chaste  womb 
God's  own  Son,  she  obtained  a  certain 
jurisdiction  or  a  special  authority  over 
the  temporal  mission  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  so  that  no  creature  has  obtained 
from  God  either  grace  or  merit  save  by 
the  dispensation  of  this  holy  Mother.” 
Stronger  thoughts  come  out  of  the 
heart  of  the  great  Saint  Bernard  when 
he  says  that  not  a  single  grace  de¬ 
scends  from  Heaven  to  earth  that  does 
not  come  through  the  hands  of  Mary. 

Saint  Thomas  of  Aquinas,  the 
Angel  of  the  Schools,  says:  “As  the 
Son  intercedes  for  us  with  the  Father, 
so  the  Mother  intercedes  for  us  with 
the  Son.” 

These  were  saints  who  thus  wrote 
and  spoke,  men  of  profound  learning 
equalled  only  by  their  piety.  They  were 
men  of  lofty  reason,  of  deep,  life-long 
study  of  God’s  holy  word,  of  highest 
virtues.  They  manifested  the  mind  as 
well  as  the  heart  of  revelation. 

They  were  not  the  babblers  of  an 
hour  whose  words  were  only  mere 
sounds,  and  like  sounds  pass  away. 
They  were  the  representatives  of  truth 
in  the  past  and  teachers  of  faith  for  the 
future. 

Their  words  still  ring  in  truth's 
own  clear  and  certain  tone;  but  heresy 
has  made  too  many  ears  deaf  to  the 
“Faith  which  comes  by  hearing.”  And 
so  the  words  of  the  saints  share  the  fate 
of  the  words  of  the  Saint  of  saints. 
They  are  heard  or  read  but  they  are  not 
understood,  not  because  the  words  are 
not  true-toned  or  clearly  written,  but 
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because  inherited  error  flings  a  film 
over  the  eyes  that  read;  and  dulls  and 
deafens  the  ears  that  hear  the  words  of 
divine  Truth. 

The  minister  of  error,  only  a  day 
old  in  his  ministry,  who  has  had  a  call 
to  preach  the  Gospel,  with  no  virtues, 
except  perhaps  honesty  and 
gentlemanliness;  with  no  study  worth 
the  waste  of  words  to  measure  it,  will 
rise  in  his  pulpit  and  one  of  his  first 
subjects  of  discourse,  if  not  the  very 
first,  is  what?  An  attack  against 
Christ's  Church.  Against  What?  The 
honor  we  pay  to  Mary,  Christ's 
Mother. 

And  he  will  ring  the  changes  on  a 
word  coined  by  falsehood  and  ac¬ 
cepted  by  prejudice.  And  the  word? 
You  know  it  —  MARIOLATRY. 
Gentlemen!  take  care.  It  is  Christ-like 
and  therefore  Christian-like  and  there¬ 
fore  Catholic  to  honor  Christ’s  Mother. 
Not  to  honor  her  is  to  dishonor  her  and 
to  dishonor  her  is  surely  to  dishonor 
her  Son  and  to  dishonor  Him  is  to  dis¬ 
honor  His  Father. 

And  pray,  who  are  you  who  dare 
give  the  lie  to  nineteen  centuries?  Are 
you  saints?  Are  you  learned  men?  If 
saints,  show  us  your  virtues.  If  learned 
men,  prove  to  us  your  wisdom. 

Why!  the  great  centuries  are  cho¬ 
risters  singing  around  the  altar  of 
changeless  Faith  hymns  of  adoration 
of  Jesus  and  songs  of  honor  and  ven¬ 
eration  of  Mary. 

We  in  Holy  Church  are  of  “the 


generations  (regenerated)  who  call 
Mary  blessed."  And  who  can  be  more 
blessed  than  the  Mother  of  the  infi¬ 
nitely  blessed  God?  False  to  her  is 
false  to  Him.  Indifferent  to  her  is  in¬ 
different  to  Him.  Hostile  to  her  is 
hostile  to  Him.  Enmity  of  mind  or 
speech,  or  of  so-called  doctrine  to  her 
se  ttl  es  the  side  to  be  taken  by  her  en¬ 
emies.  The  words  of  Genesis  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  plain.  They  were  spoken  to 
Satan:  “I  will  place  enmities  between 
thee  and  the  Woman  and  between  thy 
seed  and  her  seed."  The  posterity  of 
Christ  is  the  posterity  of  Mary  the 
Mother  of  Christ.  He  is  of  the  seed  of 
Mary  and,  like  Him,  so  are  we.  With 
knowledge  or  without  knowledge,  they 
who  are  against  us  are  against  Christ 
and  His  Mother,  and  are  on  the  side  of 
Satan. 

Are  these  words  hard?  Yes!  hard 
to  a  faith  as  flimsy  as  it  is  soft  (though 
we  ought  to  call  it  human  fancy  rather 
than  divine  Faith) — but  they  are  God’s 
words  and  not  ours  —  and  so  we  let 
them  stand  in  all  hardness.  Catholic 
Truth  in  its  entirety  is  a  rock  that  will 
not  be  splintered.  It  braves  the  blow  of 
the  boldest  hand;  and  it  defies  the  rush 
of  the  wildest  waves  and  it  smiles,  if  a 
rock  can  smile,  at  the  fury  of  the 
darkest  storm.  Who  is  the  truth  that 
is  the  Rock?  Jesus  Christ.  And  who 
is  the  shore  on  which  it  leans? 
Mary,  the  Mother  of  God.  The 
Rock  and  its  Shore  are  ours  and 
ours  alone  forever.  ■ 
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Civilized  man  has  always 
recognized  the  value  of 
art.  With  the  coming  of 
Christianity,  art  took  on  a 
higher  and  more  noble 
form.  Art  was  now  able  to 
fulfill  itself  for  the 

ultimate  subject  had  arrived.  Christ  is  truly  human  yet  reaching  the  heights  of 
divinity,  bom  in  time  and  living  still  in  eternity. 

He  is  not  like  the  heroes  of  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans  whom  artists 
had  “immortalized”  despite  the  fact  they  were  only  too  human  even  in  their 
“divinity,”  possessing  the  vices  and  passions  of  fallen  man.  Christ  rather, 
transcended  the  angels  in  purity  and  took  for  a  mother  a  woman  gifted  with 
purity  and  beauty  beyond  the  loftiest  imagination  of  man.  Thus  Mary  and  her 
Divine  Child  became  both  an  inspiration  and  a  challenge  to  the  Christian 
artist. What  is  more  inspiring  than  virtue  and  what  is  more  challenging  than  to 
express  the  divine! 

A  response  was  not  long  in  coming.  Saint  Luke,  besides  painting  with 
words  the  life  of  Christ  in  his  Gospel,  also  gave  us  the  portrait  known  as  Our 
Ladv  of  Czestochowa.  In  it  the  Christ  Child  is  enthroned  in  His  Mother's  arms. 

J 

If  artists  were  judged  by  the  popularity  of  their  masterpieces,  Saint  Luke 
would  rank  among  the  masters.  Our  Lady  of  Czestochowa  has  had  millions  of 
devotees  and  not  for  a  short  period  of  time  only,  but  for  centuries.  But  true  art- 
and  not  Christian  art  alone-must  express  beauty  and  convey  delight  to  the 
mind  and  inspiration  to  the  soul.  These  commonly  recognized  standards  have 
applied  to  all  the  arts  in  general  from  the  beginnings  of  civilization.  Here 
again,  Saint  Luke  more  than  meets  the  requisites  yet  he  is  not  ranked  among 
the  masters  because  his  Gospel  and  his  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  inspired  as  they 
were  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  must  stand  first  and  foremost  among  his  works.  In 
short  although  he  is  a  master,  his  title  “Evangelist”  admits  none  other. 

Nevertheless  his  painting  of  Our  Lady  is  a  masterpiece  of  art  and  devo¬ 
tion.  Countless  numbers  have  been  lifted  beyond  themselves  even  to  heavenly 
thoughts  and  actions.  If  some  do  not  feel  inspired  by  the  sight  of  her  it  is 
because  they  do  not  have  eyes  of  faith  necessary  to  see  what  every  great 
master  who  ever  painted  a  Madonna  tries  to  convey-the  tangible  reality  of  a 
heavenly  mother  ready  to  make  intercession  with  her  Divine  Child  for  all  who 
ask.  Undoubtedly  those  who  lovingly  study  the  picture  of  Our  Lady  of 
Czestochowa  will  begin  to  speak  to  her  directly,  seeking  advice,  solace,  and 
remedies  for  their  ills.  Then  art  will  have  served  its  purpose  and  her  portrait 
will  not  have  been  miraculously  preserved  in  vain. 

In  the  Immaculate  Heart  of  Mary, 

Brother  Thomas  Augustine,  M  I. C.M. 

Superior 


“Jesus  wants  to  establish 
in  the  world  deuotion  to  my 
Immaculate  Heart. 

“I  promise  salvation  to  those 
who  embrace  it,  and  these  souls 
will  be  loved  by  God,  like  flowers 
placed  by  me  to  adorn  His  throne 


The  Slaves  of  the  Immaculate  Heart  of  Mary  of 

S'aiut  Untriiirt  (Urutrr 

Post  Office  Box  1000 
Still  River,  MA  01467 


NON-PROFIT  ORG 
U  S  POSTAGE  PAID 
Still  River,  MA  01467 
Permit  No  2 


